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PERFORMANCE FIRST 


BE A RESPONSIBLE RIDER RECOMMENDED ONLY FOR RIDERS16 YEARS AND OLDER 
manual thoroughly. * Financing 


ALWAYS WEAR A HELMET, EYE PROTECTION AND PROTECTIVE CLOTHING AND PLEASE RESPECT THE ENVIRONMENT 


to credit approval from Transamerica k N.A. on the Honda Card program at participating Honda Dealers. Promotional payment examples based on 12.999 


ailable to qualified customers subje 
ance minimum payment for the first two ycars on maximum program amount financed (Foreman ES $7250, Foreman S $7250, Foreman 400 $725 


Obey the law and read your owner's 
APR and 1.5% of original credit plan bal- 
), Rancher 4x4 ES $6575, Rancher ES $5933, Rancher $5250, Four Trax 300 4x4 $5933, Four Trax 300 $5250, Recon $4600. 


nal credit plan balance minimum payments and 16.75% Standard Program APR may vary. Finance charges begin to accrue on date 
purchases post to account. Actual prices may vary. All transactions are subject to terms and conditions of credit agreement. Honda card offer is good 1/1/00 - 3/3/00. No down payment does not include tax, license and other fees. Offers not available on the Four Trax 300EX. 


FourTrax 400EX, or FourTrax 90. Specifications and availability subject to change without notice. Other restrictions apply. Dealers set actual prices, Check with your participating Honda Dealer for complete pro 
Dealer or write: American Honda PO Box 3976, Gardena, CA 90247. 


‘Total balance after 24 mo and after purchases other than initial offer during promotional period are subject to the Standard Program2.5% of ori 


am details. For a free brochure, please see your Honda 


FourTrax, Rancher, Honda Card, Foreman, Recon and Best on Earth are trademarks of Honda Motor Corp..Lid Co., Inc, (100) 


2000 American Honda Motor 


See our monthly specials on the web 
www.rodsoutdoorpower.com 


ROD'S OUTDOOR POWER 


Nebraska's Premier Honda Motorsports Dealer 


1030 Saltillo Road (3 miles south of Lincoln on Hwy. 77) Roca, NE 68430 
(402) 423-6230 Toll Free: 1-800-898-9411 
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THE NEBRASKA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
CHAMPIONS CLUB 


Tailgating in Lincoln will be better than ever This scenario will soon be a reality. Located 
with the new Nebraska Alumni Association directly across from Memorial Stadium, the 
Champions Club. Imagine setting up every week Nebraska Alumni Association Champions Club 
in your own familiar spot before the game to will provide a two-story gathering place with 
meet with friends and relive NU gridiron D RA S secure, adjacent parking for alumni and 


Husker supporters on home game days, 


glories. 
= ‘Y beginning in the fall of 2001. 


Too hot or too cold outside? Then 
stroll over to the clubhouse — only a few Become a Founding Member 
steps from your car — and grab a bite to of the Nebraska Alumni Association 
eat, keep track of the pre- and post- © ALUMNI te Champions Club and enjoy all the 
game festivities via HuskerVision, and %,  AALUMANI, \~ member benefits, which are guaranteed 


check the other satellite monitors to make %, . © for the next 25 years on home 
sure Texas and Florida State are still losing. Pion® game days. 
Running a little late? No hurry — your spot For more information or to join the 


is reserved and waiting only a few paces from Nebraska Alumni Association Champions Club, 
Memorial Stadium, and you'll be able to check the call Andrew Washburn or Jon England toll free at 
club’s tower to see exactly how much time remains 1-888-353-1874. Space is filling up fast — don’t be 
before the Huskers take on another victim. left out. 


Visit us on the Web at: 
www.zhuskers.com 


Call us at: 


1-888-353-1874 


There’s Something 
In The Air 


Crouch’s five touchdown passes 
overshadow rushing effort 


IT WAS CERTAINLY 
chilly on Saturday. The 
kickoff temperature — 50 


of — was 38 degrees cooler 
than that for the home 
opener three weeks earli- 

er. 
Brian It wasn’t nearly cold 
HILL enough for that one bad 


place to freeze over, But 
that might have been the answer if you'd 
asked someone when Nebraska would 
throw five touchdown passes in a game. 

This one had to shock the “experts” 
across the country who love to blast 
Nebraska's, so-called, one-dimensional 
offensive attack. 

And it wasn’t as 
though the running game 
disappeared. It produced 
331 yards, with Dan 
Alexander and Correll 
Buckhalter surpassing 
the 100-yard mark and 
Eric Crouch rushing for 
another 93. 

A big part of 
Nebraska’s running 
game, the option, is the 
focus of our feature story 
in this edition. And 
Alexander, who contin- 
ued the impressive start 
to his senior season with 
his fourth straight 100-yard rushing 
game, is the focus of this week’s player 
profile. 

Alexander can also be found in what I 
hope is the earliest preview of the April 
NFL Draft. The Sporting News’ “Mock 
Draft,” dated Sept. 20, projects Alexander 
as the 14th pick in the first round by the 
Kansas City Chiefs. 

“The running back-by-committee days 
are over after the 2000 season,” TSN 
writes. “Alexander is the perfect back for 
Gunther Cunningham's style of football.” 


On Tue Cover 


Split end Matt Davison celebrates 
after catching a 43-yard touchdown 
pass as time expired in the first half of 
the 42-13 victory over lowa. Photo by 
Scott Bruhn 
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Middle linebacker Carlos Polk is list- 
ed as the No. 18 selection by Atlanta. 
“Polk is a great fit in Atlanta because he 
will add missing size to the linebacker 
corps,” according to the TSN report. 

But that’s seven months away. First 
things first. 

As Crouch’s five touchdown passes 
tied Steve Taylor's 13-year-old record, 
the Huskers completed the nonconfer- 
ence portion of their schedule 3-0. 

In addition to the football team’s 
unbeaten start and No. 1 ranking, 
Nebraska is enjoying equal success in 
two other fall sports. 

Just after the football victory over 
Iowa, the top-ranked Husker volleyball 
team swept Oklahoma to 
improve to 11-0. And one 
night earlier, the  third- 
ranked Nebraska soccer 
team shut out Baylor to 
improve to 9-0. 

It’s been an amazing fall. 

“Indeed we are having a 
wonderful fall,” Nebraska 
Athletic Director Bill Byrne 
said earlier in the week. “I 
could not be prouder of our 
teams, coaches and. staff. 
Those type of ratings don't 
just happen. They're a direct 
result of all the hard work 
that preceded the season.” 

Another huge positive for the athletic 
program was the showing of Nebraska 
fans at the Notre Dame road game. NU’s 
ticket allotment was 4,000, but an esti- 
mated 20,000-25,000 found a way to get 
in Sept. 9 in South Bend. With the game 
nationally televised, the red-clad throng 
was widely noted. 

“As for our fans, what can I say but 
FANTASTIC,” Byrne said. “They truly 
are the best in America.” I 


Got Something To Say? 


Please send your comments and questions to: 
Letters, 3210 NW 3rd St., Lincoln, Neb. 68521 


You can also fax them to us at (402) 474-5132. 
We reserve the right to edit the letters for clarity, 
content and length. For those with electronic mail 
abilities, Hleditor@aol.com. 
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The way Tim Albin tells it, he hitch- 
hiked to Nebraska for the first time in the 
spring of 1993. He was waiting by the 
side of the road with a sign that said, 
“Hey, stop,” when Derald Ahlschlager 
and an assistant coach at Lawton, Okla., 
passed through tiny Tahlequah, Okla., on 
the way to Lincoln. 

Ahlschlager was going to Nebraska to 
visit former Cornhusker Outland Trophy 
winner Will Shields, who had played for 
him at Lawton High School, and to study 
Nebraska’s program. 

Ahlschlager had patterned his offen- 
sive system after Nebraska's, a fact that 
contributed to Shields’ being able to play 
in the Cornhuskers’ offensive line as a 
true freshman. 

Albin, an offensive line coach at 
Northeastern Oklahoma _ State’ in 
Tahlequah at the time, also was interest- 
ed in getting a first-hand look at Coach 
Tom Osborne's program. 

He was so impressed that he contin- 
ued to visit Nebraska, even after moving 
to Northwestern Oklahoma State, his 
alma mater, and eventually becoming the 
head coach there. 

“A&A couple of times | got up here twice 
in the spring, and | came up here in the 
fall last year; we had an open week,” 
Albin said. “When | was a head coach, | 
would bring my staff.” 

Albin was a head coach for three sea- 
sons at Northwestern Oklahoma. And 
during that time, his teams were a com- 
bined 25-8. Last season, the Rangers 
were 13-0 and NAIA national champions. 

They went into this season with an 18- 
game winning streak. 

They also went into this season with- 
out the 35-year-old Albin, who is now a 
Nebraska graduate assistant, along with 
former Cornhusker defensive back Brian 
Washington. 

Albin and Washington replaced Chad 
Stanley and Jon Bostick, who completed 
their NCAA-allotted three seasons as 
graduate assistants. Washington, who 
went on to become an all-pro defensive 
back after playing at Nebraska in the mid- 
1980s, works with George Darlington and 
the defensive backs, while Albin works 
with Ron Brown and the receivers, specif- 
ically the tight ends. 

Albin learned of the opening from 
Cornhusker offensive line coach Milt 
Tenopir, with whom he became acquaint- 
ed on his regular trips to Lincoln. He told 
Tenopir to let him know if a grad assis- 
tant’s position ever opened up. “I thought 
that was something I'd like to do,” Albin 
said. 
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Tim Albin’s Northwestern Oklahoma State team won the 1999 NAIA championship. 


“| kind of kept bugging Milt, and he 
said, ‘You ought to give Coach Solich a 
call.’ “ 

Albin's interest in giving up his head 
coach's job and becoming a grad assis- 
tant was limited to only one school, 
Nebraska. “| would not have done this 
anywhere else,” he said. “I wouldn't 
have done it if Bobby Bowden himself 
called me. | promise you, | mean that 
with all my heart.” 

His appreciation of Nebraska’s pro- 
gram was such that he emulated it in 
every way possible at Northwestern 
Oklahoma, right down to the same style 
“N” on the sides of helmets. 

His program incorporated everything 
from “off-season training to summer 
training to practice organization to 
schemes to lifter of the year (award),” he 
said. 

He even contacted Boyd Epley, the 
Cornhuskers’ director of athletic per- 
formance, to see where the trophy pre- 
sented to Nebraska's lifter of the year 
was purchased. 

He then bought one just like it from 
Awards Unlimited in Lincoln. 

“We tried to structure as much as we 
could,” Albin said. “We paid attention to 


detail. You have to understand, we were 
limited resource-wise. But at our level, 
we did as much as we could.” 

Despite his appreciation of Nebraska, 
leaving Northwestern Oklahoma wasn’t 
easy. 

“There are a lot of guys that would 
like to do this; they say they would. But 
there’s one thing that keeps them from 
doing it, their ego,” said Albin. “| think a 
lot of guys’ egos wouldn't let them go 
out and be a grad assistant, at my age 
and what I’ve been through. I’m sure 
Brian would tell you the same. 

“But the staff here has made it an 
easy transition. I’m a thousand questions 
a day.” 

Albin keeps a daily log and carries a 
notebook to meetings. The experience 
has been “eye-opening for me, you 
might say,” he said. “Boy, the kind of 
leader a head coach has got to be... 

“| didn't realize that being one the 
leadership is a must. And I've learned 
from Coach Solich and the leadership he 
has shown. I’m going to say it again, his 
leadership ability, his organization and 
his attention to detail are phenomenal. 
He’s very hands-on in every phase of it 
here.” 


KNOCK DOWN THE IRISH 

Offensive guard Russ Hochstein tied 
the school record for knock-down blocks 
in the overtime victory at Notre Dame. 
The senior from Hartington, Neb., was 
credited with 23 “pancakes.” 

Former center Josh Heskew had 23 
“pancakes” against California in 1998. 

The timing on his 
record-tying _ effort 
couldn't have been 
better, according to 
the 6-foot-4, 290- 
pound Hochstein, 
who has “never been 
a big fan of Notre 
Dame.” 

That despite the fact 
“I'm a Catholic boy,” 
he said. “| grew up a strong Catholic.” 

He also grew up a strong Nebraska 
football fan. 

“Husker football is more important,” 
he said. 

“| remember when | was younger we 
had to listen to Nebraska on the radio. 
The game that was on TV, NBC, was 
Notre Dame, and | got sick of watching 
them play. | thought, ‘Why can’t we get 
the Husker games? We're in Nebraska.’ 
That's kind of what turned me off to 
Notre Dame. 

“But | think we got the last laugh as 
far as this year goes.” 

And plenty of smiling Nebraska fans 
were smiling in Notre Dame Stadium at 
game's end. 

“Our fans showed ‘em what tradi- 
tion’s all about,” Hochstein said. 


e 


Russ Hochstein 


HERE COME THE HUSKERS 

The number of Nebraska fans who 
managed to secure tickets for the Notre 
Dame game remained a topic of national 
discussion for several days afterward. 
Sports Illustrated’s Austin Murphy 
described the Cornhusker contingent as 
comprising “a solid third of the 80,000- 
plus attendance.” 

Murphy’s story for the magazine was 
headlined: “Eric the Great.” 

As the headline indicates, the story 
focused on quarterback Eric Crouch. 

The influx of Nebraska fans also con- 
tributed to record crowds at the College 
Football Hall of Fame in South Bend. The 
Hall of Fame attracted 6,210 visitors from 
Thursday through Sunday. 

The total was the most since the Hall’s 
grand opening. The previous record was 
set in 1995, the weekend of a Notre Dame 
game against Texas. The way Cornhusker 
fans follow their team is “fantastic,” the 
Hall of Fame’s executive director Bernie 
Kish told the Omaha World-Herald. 

“The Nebraska Cornhusker fans 
showed why they are among the greatest 
in the country.” 


What's Happening In Nebraska Athletics? 


MEN OF TROY FILL OPENING 

Nebraska will open the 2001 and 2002 seasons with Troy State of Troy, Ala. 

Nebraska had been looking for a replacement for three games after Texas 
Christian pulled out of a three-game agreement in 1999. Nebraska played San Jose 
State in the 2000 season opener to replace TCU, and will play Troy State in the 2001 
and 2002 season openers. Troy State will compete at the Division I-A level begin- 
ning in 2001. 

“We have had a difficult time securing opponents, particularly when we are 
looking on short notice due to a team pulling out of a contract,” Nebraska Athletic 
Director Bill Byrne said. “Troy State will be making its Division I-A debut next year, 
and we feel the Trojans will bring a solid team to Lincoln.” 

The contract will pay Troy State $475,000 for each game. The buyout is $250,000 
plus expenses. 


LUCKY 13 

Coach Frank Solich quickly set aside reporters’ concerns that Crouch was miss- 
ing from practice on the Thursday of Nebraska's off-week. The junior from Omaha 
was wearing a No. 13 practice jersey instead of his familiar No. 7. “Why he did it, 
| don't know,” Solich said. “| didn’t even bother to ask.” 

Crouch said he wanted to wear the number of former Miami Dolphin quarter- 
back Dan Marino. The number switch was only temporary, however. 


POSITION SWITCH 

Mike Demps was moved from defense to offense in early September. The soph- 
omore from Fort Worth, Texas, is now a wingback after spending his first two sea- 
sons in the secondary. 

Demps, who has been hampered by injury, set a record by returning a kickoff 
100 yards in the 1999 spring intrasquad game. He was a running back and kick 
returner as well as a defensive back for four years at Fort Worth’s Dunbar High, 
rushing for 1,346 yards and 20 touchdowns as a senior. 


HAPPY BIRTHDAY, COACH 

Even though it was a day late, the Cornhuskers gave Solich a suitable present 
for his birthday, the 27-24 overtime victory against Notre Dame. He turned 56 the 
day before the game. 

Next year’s Notre Dame game in Lincoln is scheduled for Solich’s birthday. 

Though the Fighting Irish aren't on any future Nebraska schedules, there is a 
possibility they could be. Cornhusker athletic director Bill Byrne and Notre Dame 
athletic director Kevin White have talked about renewing the series at some point, 
but apparently not before 2010. 


WALKER GONE 

Cornhusker men’s basketball coach Barry Collier dismissed senior Danny 
Walker from the team in early September for violating team rules. “Establishing 
discipline in our program is a short-term cost for a long-term gain,” Collier said in 
a statement issued through the sports information office. “Discipline in our pro- 
gram is simple, just not easy.” 

Walker started at point guard last season, after transferring from Southern 
California. 

As a result of Collier's discipline policies, Kimani Ffriend, John Robinson and 
Rodney Fields all were miss three games because of suspensions. Robinson, a 
mid-year transfer from New Mexico, does not become eligible until the end of the 
university's first semester. He is also a point guard. 

Walk-on forward Ross Buckendahl will likely get a late start on the season. He 
was scheduled to undergo surgery on an injured knee in early September. 

Forward Anai Young, a junior college transfer, also might undergo surgery for 
a wrist injury similar to the one that forced senior Cookie Belcher to take a medical 
redshirt last season. 

In positive news, Fields and guard Cary Cochran were reinstated after being 
ruled temporarily ineligible by the NCAA as a result of their working at former 
coach Danny Nee’s summer camps prior to their enrollment at Nebraska. 


HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 7 


Solich shoulders responsibility 
for decisions on Vedral'’s status 


WHEN MARK VEDRAL REJOINED the 
Nebraska football team on the Saturday 
before the Iowa game, Frank Solich shoul- 
dered the responsibility. There would be no 
action by the team’s Unity Council. 

“My judgment on this will be a final 
judgment on it,” Solich said. 

Vedral resumed practice that day, and 
presumably played against lowa. 

The day before, the junior from Gregory, 
5.D., was acquitted on charges of first-degree sexual assault 
of a 21-year-old woman. A 12-member jury — eight women, 
four men — arrived at the verdict in Lancaster County 
District Court, following a four-day trial and less than three 
hours of deliberation. 

Solich suspended Vedral from the team in 
early May, immediately after the charges were 
filed. He had not been allowed to participate with 
the team in practices or meetings since then. 

Because he was found innocent of all charges, 
“we will welcome Mark back,” Solich said. 

Despite the exoneration, there are those who 
take issue with Solich’s decision. That's always 
going to be the case in such situations. Emotion 
and reason can be difficult to reconcile. 

The jury’s verdict was based on reasonable 
doubt rather than the truth of what happened, 
which is as elusive as each passing moment. And 
even those involved perceive it differently. 

Solich’s actions, from the suspension to the lift- 
ing of it, were dictated by reason. “The fact that 
he was found innocent certainly weighs very 
heavy into what we're doing,” he said. “There are 
times when you really wonder what is right for the individ- 
ual, what is right for the team. 

“It's a very difficult type of situation, I believe, for both 
parties, both families of the parties involved. It’s a very dif- 
ficult time for the university, for this football team. 

“So there’s nobody in that kind of situation that feels good 
about it.” 

Solich could have allowed Vedral to remain on the team 
while his case was pending. The university allowed Solich 
that latitude. And a less-principled coach might have 
allowed him to play. 

Vedral plays weakside linebacker, a position with a pro- 
nounced lack of depth. Starter Randy Stella didn’t get a rest 
in the Notre Dame game. He played every down on defense. 

Vedral finished spring practice atop the depth chart at 
weakside linebacker, and the plan was that he and Stella 
would alternate, the way Julius Jackson and Eric Johnson did 
last season. 

Vedral also was a valuable special teams player, leading 
the punt coverage team in tackles. He “would've been a guy 
we counted on very heavily,” said Solich. “Having him not 
be a part of it certainly meant a great deal to this football 
team in terms of an experienced guy, ready to play.” 
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Mark Vedral finished 
spring practice atop 
the depth chart. 


From a practical standpoint, Solich must have been tempt- 
ed to keep Vedral on the team. Penn State Coach Joe Paterno 
is allowing quarterback Rashard Casey to play despite his 
being charged with assaulting an off-duty police officer. 
Paterno has said he expects Casey to be exonerated. 

Solich could have used the same argument in Vedral’s 
case. But he deferred to the legal system, while at the same 
time taking what he considered appropriate action as a 
coach. 

“T felt that suspending him immediately, not allowing him 
to participate in any games, not allowing him to practice, 
certainly is, in a manner of speaking, punishment,” Solich 
said. 

Despite the need for some kind of punishment, Solich 
maintained contact with Vedral, “to make sure he under- 
stood that he was just not being abandoned and 
cast aside.” 

A coach has that responsibility to his players. 

Initially, Solich was the only one to speak on 
behalf of the team following Vedral’s reinstate- 
ment. The co-captains declined to address the 
issue following Vedral’s first practice back, as did 
defensive coordinator Craig Bohl, who also is 
Vedral’s position coach. 

That's as it should be. With the jury's verdict, it 
reverts to a team matter. 

Vedral declined interview requests, through 
sports information director Chris Anderson. At 
some point, however, he indicated he would con- 
sent to such an interview. But his continued 
silence might be the best way to handle the situ- 
ation. There’s probably nothing he can say. 

This is Solich’s first such off-field crisis, Last 
season, he had to deal with the acrimonious transfer of dis- 
gruntled I-back DeAngelo Evans. But that was strictly a 
team matter. 

The implications of Vedral’s case go well beyond the 
team. 

Vedral’s return is “an added plus for us, no question,” 
Solich said, 

But that wasn’t the deciding factor in allowing him back. 
Solich was asked if he had hesitated to let Vedral return. He 
responded by repeating the question, as if it answered itself. 

“To have him resume after he’s found innocent of all 
charges? No.” 

Solich continually came back to the jury's verdict. “We 
were going to see the results (of the trial) and try to make the 
best decision that we could after hearing what the results 
would be,” he said. “You make decisions that are really 
based on all of that and just try to move forward with it. 

“And that’s what we've done.” 


Mike Babcock js a former sports columnist for the Lincoln Journal 
Star. He has covered Nebraska football for more than 20 years, 

Mike can be reached at mdb@inetnebr.com 

or PO Box 6782, Lincoln, NE 68506 


Okay, with people. 


Let’s see, body paint, pom-pom, cell phone from Cellular One. Yep, you've got everything you need to enjoy the game. Visit your local 
Cellular One store or call 1-800-CELLONE. We'll show you how easy and affordable it is to stay in touch with people. Reality is up to you. 


CELLULARONE 


Cellular for everyone. 


Another Clutch 
Performance 


Overtime victory at Notre Dame 
gives Huskers valuable experience 


FAR FROM A BROKEN RECORD. And its 
sound is much better. 

Another comeback. Another overtime 
miracle. 

And right in front of Touchdown Jesus, 
who seemed to signal the game winner with 
His arms. 

To Nebraska, it’s more a case of been 
there, done that, than it is a miracle. 

“Part of this program is that players raise 
their level of play when it’s needed the most,” said quarter- 
back Eric Crouch, after scoring the game-winning touch- 
down in overtime to clinch the 27-24 win over Notre Dame. 

The Huskers stared down a similarly 
loaded pistol last season, when the 
University of Colorado had the Huskers 
on the ropes. Nebraska was in front of a 
hostile crowd, did everything it could to 
give away the game in the second half, 
and then deflated the crowd with an over- 
time win. 

“We learned from that,” Crouch said. 
“We know how to do it in a tight situa- 
tion.” 

And how. Nebraska was all but left for 
dead — by its own doing — as Notre 
Dame scored a pair of second-half returns 
for touchdown. Then, all of the sudden, it 
was overtime. 

“The score was 0-0 at that point,” said 
rush end Kyle Vanden Bosch. “We've been 
there. We know what it takes. We know 
how to act.” 

How not to act, as well. Notre Dame 
fell totally out of character, giving up a 
sack to force a field goal. Nebraska, on the 
other hand, didn’t blink when faced with 
third down and nine, and Crouch calmly 
hit Tracey Wistrom for a first down. 


AY 


Bob 
SCHALLER 


Should it have even reached this point touchdown Jesus can be seen from 
— in either the Notre Dame game this year the top of Notre Dame Stadium. 


or the Colorado game last year? No. A 

resounding no, in fact. One of the marks of the Frank Solich 
era has been an inconsistency from half to half at times that 
can be devastating. Indeed, Tom Osborne was made fun of 
for being both too “vanilla” and for never showing any emo- 
tion. But that even keel produced a consistency, for which 
there is something to be said. 

Teams can only run on emotion for so long, maybe the 
first five minutes of each half. After that, it will still boil 
down to skill and execution. And part of execution — and 
letting that skill shine through — is being able to focus on the 
task at hand, and not getting too high or too low. 

Last year against Southern Mississippi, the wheels came 
off the offense. Against Colorado, it was the defense that 
went down for a deep six. Against Notre Dame, it was a late 


summer vacation for the special teams. 

On the one hand, you want to smile because Nebraska 
passed a big test. Indeed, Solich is — and should be — very 
proud of this team’s character. It takes a special group to pull 
it all together facing a hurricane of emotion in a hostile envi- 
ronment. Nebraska did turn it up a notch when it had to, and 
that is very important for a championship team. 

It also did something that it really needed to show it 
could do this year: Win in a close game. One of the worst 
possible scenarios for this team would have been to go into 
Manhattan, Kan., without having a team come within a 
whisper of the Huskers to that point. This year’s group — 
especially the players who are in new roles or seeing their 

first real time as starters — has now been 
tested under the gun. Certainly, there is no 
doubt that they responded in kind. 

On the other hand, if Notre Dame 
proves to be more sizzle than steak, then 
how are the Huskers going to digest an 
Oklahoma, a K-State or CU? 

That’s what is so hard to figure out 
about the still-developing Solich era. The 
Huskers can completely play down three 
or four levels, as they did against Texas 
A&M or Texas, in Lincoln, or against 
Arizona in the Holiday Bowl, or against 
Colorado in the second half last year. But 
that same team can put a lick on K-State 
and Tennessee, as it did last year, and even 
take Texas outside the barn, as it did in the 
Big 12 Championship game. 

Regardless, the Huskers sense that their 
big-game mentality — if not the play of 
their special teams — is where it needs to 
be during a season that will surely hold 
more challenges, albeit a ways down the 
line. 

“There’s no question that being in that 
kind of situation before helps the next 
time,” Wistrom said. “But don’t forget that 
we got it done (in Boulder) last year, too.” 

In overtime, players often talk about 
things move faster. But Carlos Polk said that’s just not the 
case. 

“At that point, you don’t want to make any mistakes,” 
Polk said. “You want to, more than ever, not forget your 
responsibilities on each play.” 

They have been there, and they have done that. Should 
they find themselves with their backs against the wall, 
there’s no doubt that they can fight back. 

The idea is not to leave yourself open to a punch that will 
land you on your heels in the first place. 


Bob Schaller covers the Huskers for the North Platte Telegraph 
and Scottsbluff Star-Herald. He can be reached at 
schallerrc@aol.com 
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Another One 
Who Got Away 


Nebraska's winning tradition 
made the difference for younger Wistrom 


A FEW YEARS AGO, it looked like 
Missouri’s football program was back on 
solid ground. 

Even Tracey Wistrom, then a highly tout- 
ed tight end from Webb City, Mo., who had 
not followed the Tigers closely while grow- 
ing up, was moved to at least listen to their 
recruiting pitch. 

In 1997, Missouri should’ve beaten 
Nebraska, and the following season came 
within a dropped pass in the end zone shy of 
forcing overtime or going for the win at Lincoln with a two- 
point conversion 

They went to their second straight bowl and brought 
home a victory. 

Those days seem long ago. 

Last year, Missouri limped in at 4-7, losing its final three 
games by a combined score of 154-14. This season, the Tigers 
ended their skid with a 50-20 win against 
NCAA Division I-AA Western Illinois. But the 
following week, they went to Clemson and got 
declawed 62-9. 

Afterward, Mizzou’s All-American defensive 
end candidate Justin Smith lashed out in frus- 
tration. 

“I thought we were through with this (exple- 
tive),” Smith said. 

So did Coach Larry Smith, who after six sea- 
sons shouldn’t have his leadership abilities 
questioned. The sad reality, though, is that they 
are. 

What's wrong with Missouri? Well, for 
starters, Corby Jones is gone, and quarterbacks 
like him don’t come around very often. 

But take a quick look around the Big 12 
Conference, and I think you'll get a better idea. 

At Nebraska, there’s Wistrom, an all-Big 12 performer last 
season, and I-back Dan Alexander, a Wentzville, Mo., prod- 
uct who looks more and more like an all-league player. 

Colorado’s most-proven I-back entering the season was 
Cortlen Johnson, who’s from St. Louis. The Buffaloes’ punter 
and kicker, Jeremy Flores, also is a Show-Me State product. 

Kansas State has the nation’s best punt returner in David 
Allen, who’s from Liberty, Mo. The Wildcats also have a 
Missouri kid, Turelle Williams, starting at linebacker. 

Even Oklahoma State, with starting offensive tackle Josh 
Lind, managed to pluck a gem away from the Tigers. 

You get the picture now. Right? Give Missouri half of those 
kids back, and the results might be a lot different now. 

Wistrom would like to think so, but despite the fact Smith 
targeted him as the state’s No. 1 recruit in 1996, the Tigers 
didn’t have much of a chance at landing him. 

For starters, Missouri had lost out on his older brother 
Grant, a Husker All-American and Lombardi Award win- 
ning rush end who’s now a starter for the NFL champion St. 
Louis Rams. 

“They offered Grant a scholarship but they didn’t pursue 


Curt 
McKEEVER 
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Tracey Wistrom fol- 
lowed older brother 
Grant to Nebraska 
from Webb City, Mo. 


it much,” Wistrom said. “I think they were scrutinized pret- 
ty hard for not getting Grant, especially the way he played, 
(so) when I came through, Coach Smith was a little more 
intent on trying to get me to go there. 

“T went to a few things in Columbia, (but) I never took an 
official visit there. It was just something where I didn’t feel 
comfortable.” 

That didn’t make Nebraska a lock to get Wistrom, though. 
He had visited Northwestern, which had just won the Big 
Ten, and liked what Coach Gary Barnett was building in 
Chicago. But the Huskers’ winning tradition is eventually 
what sold him on coming to Lincoln. 

“From my background, I didn’t want to lose,” Wistrom 
said. 

Ironically, Nebraska had its first four-loss season in 30 
years when Wistrom was a freshman. Last year, though, the 
6-foot-5, 220-pounder set a NU record by averaging 26.8 
yards per catch while helping the Huskers go 12-1. 

Wistrom missed the Big 12 championship 
and Fiesta Bowl after tearing the posterior cru- 
ciate ligament in his left knee, But he was full 
speed by spring practice and has looked crisp 
this fall. 

In overtime against Notre Dame on Sept. 9, 
he produced the clutch play of the season, snag- 
ging a pass from Eric Crouch and fighting for 
just enough yardage to convert a third-and-nine 
from the Irish 24. Two plays later, Crouch 
scored to give NU the win. 

It was no accident that Wistrom was 
involved in the play. The Huskers called time 
out prior to it, knowing the result could make 
or break them. 

Anticipating man-to-man coverage, 
Nebraska assistant coach Turner Gill asked 
Wistrom if he could beat a linebacker and get 
open. The Irish, however, stayed in a zone. 

“Tt looked like their linebackers kind of got on top of one 
another on the play,” receivers coach Ron Brown said. “They 
didn’t cover the space they needed to in their zone. Tracey's 
a smart kid — he just found a soft spot in the defense, stayed 
there and waited for the pass.” 

With Nebraska now preparing to face Missouri, one 
would be hard pressed to get Wistrom to admit it — but I bet 
he’s feeling pretty smart for turning down the home school. 

Not that he minds returning to his state. In fact, two week- 
ends ago, Wistrom was in St. Louis to watch his brother and 
the Rams play the San Francisco 49ers. 

Then, he was just another friendly, nameless face in the 
crowd. This Saturday, Wistrom hopes Missouri fans are 
seething because he provides them with some reminders 
that Nebraska’s No. 87 was another in-state player who got 
away. 


Curt McKeever is a sportswriter, covering the University 
of Nebraska for the Lincoln Journal Star, /n addition to 
reporting on football he is the primary beat writer for the 
men's basketball.and baseball teams 
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Nebraska 
quarterbacks 
must be able 

to run 


By Mike 
Babcock 


ric Crouch could play I- 
back instead of quarterback. 
That’s the way Dan 
Alexander sees it, anyway. 

In fact, if Crouch were an I-back, 
“T definitely think he’d be one of the 
top three guys,” Alexander said. “He 
might take my spot. He’s got great 
vision. He follows his blocks correct- 
ly. He’s quick off the ball. He’s able 
to make a lot of moves, shake some- 
body down or just make a nice cut. 

“So definitely he’s a great running 
back.” 

Alexander’s only concern is that 
Crouch might be overqualified. 

“I'm not saying anything against 
us, the I-backs,” said Alexander. “But 
I'd say he’s overskilled for the I-back 
position because he can throw and 
because he can read defenses.” 


Alexander was asked if he could 3 


pass. 


can’t throw very well.” 

Throwing ability isn’t the first 
thing Nebraska looks for in recruit- 
ing quarterbacks for its option 
offense. “A guy doesn’t need to be a 
great passer,” said quarterbacks 
coach Turner Gill. 

“But I want to see him be able to 
throw and have some skills.” 

Crouch is a good example. He 
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“No,” he replied with a laugh. “I i 


rarely passed at Millard North High 
School, just “three or four times a 
game, if that,” Gill said. “But I saw 
his arm strength. I saw him in camp, 
and I knew he had the skills to be 
able to throw a football. I knew he 
just needed some repetition throw- 
ing.” 

With sufficient arm strength, the 


passing part of the Cornhuskers’ 
option offense can be taught. But 
their quarterback has got to be able 
to run. That’s non-negotiable in 
recruiting. 

“Tf he doesn’t show on videotape 
that he’s able to run some option, 
then we’re not going to recruit him; 
we'll not go after him hard,” said 


Gill. “That's the first thing you've 
got to look at.” 

The success of the option as 
Nebraska runs it depends first on the 
quarterback. He must be able to run, 
to pass well enough to keep the 
opposition off-balance and to read 
defenses. 

That third ability is difficult to 


Nebraska quarterback Eric Crouch 
decides whether to keep or pitch the 
football against Notre Dame. Crouch 
rushed for 80 yards and three touch- 
downs against the Irish. He was the 
Huskers’ leading rusher last season. 


judge simply by observation. As a 
result, the Cornhuskers might have a 
more difficult time than other pro- 
grams finding just the right fit at 
quarterback. 

“We've probably got a lot more 
running plays than anybody in the 
country, so we put a lot more pres- 
sure on the quarterback,” said Gill, 
himself a three-time All-Big Eight 
quarterback at Nebraska from 1981 
through 1983. “He needs to read 
defensive fronts and also the second- 
ary.” 

By comparison, a dropback pass- 
er’s primary concern is reading the 
secondary. 

The option also requires precision 
timing, which can only be developed 
through constant repetition during 
practice. “That's a big, big factor,” 
center Dominic Raiola said. 

“Tt took most of two-a-days to get 
our timing down.” 

Because of that, if nothing else, the 
option is more difficult than a drop- 
back passing offense to run success- 
fully, according to Raiola, who 
played in a passing offense in high 
school. 

“T for sure think it’s harder to run 
the option than to pass,” he said. “In 
high school we passed 80 percent of 
the time, so I know how different it 
is. You don’t have to sit back and 
read what's going on. You can attack 
more, | guess, as opposed to sitting 
back and reading what's coming at 
you.” 

What comes at Raiola and the 
other linemen, as well as at everyone 
else on Nebraska’s offensive unit, is a 
complicated system that few pro- 
grams are willing or able to take on. 


The Cornhusker offense is unique. 
“We run more option than anybody,” 
said Alexander. “I think that’s 
because other teams are afraid of the 
option. I mean, it’s so hard to get 
everybody coordinated to do that. 
It’s really hard to run a good option 
because there’s so much that can go 
wrong. 

“It’s a credit to the program and a 
credit to all the players that have 
done it, that we’ve been able to be 
consistent with it, that we’ve been 
able to make it the primary form of 
our offense.” 

The upside is reflected in 
Nebraska’s remarkable success since 
it began moving aggressively toward 
run-oriented option football in the 
early 1980s. “It really puts defenses 
in a bind,” Alexander said. 

“But it really puts us in a bind, 
too, if something goes wrong. You 
have to be on your best game every 
time you go out there. Every time 
you run a play, you have to be 
focused because if you're not, some- 
thing bad is going to happen. It’s a 
really hard offense to run. It’s a hard 
thing to learn.” 

Nebraska’s numbers, which are 
swelled by eager walk-ons, have 
allowed it to get the repetition so 
essential to perfecting the option. 
The Cornhuskers regularly run three 
practice stations, and sometimes 
four. “Everybody has got to be on the 
same page,” said Crouch. 

“It’s a high-risk offense and 
you're putting the ball in the air 
quite a bit with pitches. You’re let- 
ting different players handle the ball 
in different situations.” 

Logistically, Nebraska’s option 
also is a numbers game. 

“The bottom line when you're 
running the option game is, you're 
including 11 guys on the play,” Gill 
said. “In most cases in an offensive 
scheme you're only counting 10 


guys. 
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“The quarterback is involved but he’s not going to 
block or he’s not going to run the football. So that’s 
why, a lot of times, defenses will say, ‘We're going to 
have one more guy you can’t block.’ We hand the ball 
off and there are 10 people involved on some plays. 
But there are quite a few of our plays where the quar- 
terback is involved and you'd better account for him. 
If you don’t, it’s all over.” 

Crouch’s 62-yard touchdown run against Notre 
Dame was a dramatic example of that. 

“We play with 11 guys on offense,” said Gill. “I 
think if you talk to other guys around the country, 
they'll tell you that’s the difference in Nebraska’s 
offense and probably the majority of offenses.” 

Each of those 11 players is essential to the success of 
the offense, from receivers blocking downfield to line- 
men establishing control of the line of scrimmage. 
When those things are accomplished, the 
Cornhuskers have the potential to break a long play 
on every down. 

Crouch directed a similar offense in high school, a 
fact that gave him a solid foundation. 

“T think a lot of it comes down to, my whole life I’ve 
kind of been a natural runner, a guy that’s just loved 
to run on the football field, and that’s basically what 
option football is,” he said. 

As for Alexander’s observation about his being an 
I-back, “I’m not big enough,” he said. “He takes more 
hits than I probably do. So there’s no way I can beat 
him out. 

“That's just nothing I’ve ever thought about.” 

Crouch laughed and added, “He's crazy.” 


When you think of strong traditions in Nebraska, football usually comes to mind. 
But, there's another tradition of excellence that's a part of Nebraska... 
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Inability to win 
against Sooners 
led to change 
in offensive 
philosophy 


urner Gill wasn’t the first 
option quarterback 
Nebraska recruited. But he 
set the standard. 

He came from Arlington High in 
Fort Worth, Texas, where “we ran 
what they called the ‘Houston veer,’ “ 
the Cornhuskers quarterbacks coach 
said. “That’s basically what we ran.” 

And that’s the background then- 
Coach Tom Osborne wanted his 
quarterbacks to have. 

“Definitely, Coach Osborne men- 
tioned that to me in recruiting. ‘We 
want to run some options, and we 
feel like you're the guy that can help 
us change a little bit of our philoso- 
phy,’ “ said Gill. 

Nebraska’s offense was pass-ori- 
ented during Osborne's early seasons 
as head coach. The Cornhuskers led 
the Big Eight Conference in passing 
in 1974 and 1976. 

Their inability to win against 
Oklahoma, however, led to the 
change in offensive philosophy. 
Osborne decided that the way to beat 
the Sooners was to play the way they 
played. 

The Sooners ran the option with 
quarterbacks who could make big 
plays. 

Gill played on Nebraska’‘s fresh- 
man team in 1980, then became the 
starter in the fifth game of the 1981 
season. His record as a starting quar- 
terback was 28-2, including 20-0 in 
conference play. 

He was the first Cornhusker quar- 
terback to rush for 1,000 or more 
yards in his career (1,317 yards). But 
he also was an extremely efficient 
passer, completing 231-of-428 for 
3,317 yards and 34 touchdowns, with 
only 11 interceptions. He threw 125 
consecutive passes without an inter- 
ception. 

His passing yardage ranked third 
at Nebraska all-time when he fin- 
ished. And the 34 touchdown passes 


Gill Set Standard 


Turner Gill was a three-time All-Big Eight pick and a second-team All-American as a 
senior in 1983. In his career, he passed for 3,317 yards and 34 touchdowns and 
rushed for 1,317 yards and 18 scores. 


ranked second. He also ranked fourth 
in career total offense with 4,634 
yards. 

The Cornhusker offense “I would 
say is probably a little bit more com- 
plex (now) than what it was then,” 
Gill said. “I think it was just kind of 
getting things fine tuned (then). 
We've added more plays is really the 


first thing that comes into my mind. 
Really, we had the one option.” 
Now the Cornhuskers “do a lot 
more of the triple option, which is a 
lot more complicated to run because 
the quarterback has to do more reads 
than (with) just one option,” he said. 
“It’s probably a little more compli- 
cated than it was 20 years ago.” 
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Alexander committed 
to giving his best 
on and off the field 

wy opponent. Nebraska’s senior 

I-back will compliment an 


opposing tackler and help him up off 
the turf. 

And the gesture will be as sincere as 
the blows he delivers are forceful. 

Alexander isn’t mad at anybody. He 
doesn’t de-humanize his opponents, 
nor does he try to hurt them. In fact, 
he’s a little perplexed by those who 
play football that way. 

He encountered such opponents in 
high school, whose “whole thing was 
to mangle teams, to hurt people,” he 
said. “They'd try to spit on you, step on 
you and hit you at the bottom of the 
pile. I didn’t understand those people, 
where they were coming from, to be so 
mad, to be so mean. 

“T think it’s a misconception that in 
football you have to be mean, you have 
to be dirty.” 

Alexander doesn’t seem to have a 
mean bone in his body, though consid- 
ering he stands 6-feet tall and weighs a 
solid 245 pounds, there’s ample room 
for a mean bone or two or three. 

“I’m, for the most part, a very pas- 
sive person,” he said. “I'd say I’m very 
gentle in nature.” 

But that gentle nature is hidden to 
some degree when he’s on a football 
field. 

“I’m almost two different people,” 
he said. “I am very aggressive and | 
love to hit people. I might not be mean, 
but one of my favorite things to do in 
the world is hit people. I’ve never been 
in a fight in my entire life with my fists. 
But I know how to compete. I know 
how to focus.” 

He was a_ state heavyweight 
wrestling champion at Wentzville, Mo., 
High School, in addition to earning all- 
state honors in football as a fullback 
and outside linebacker. 

He was an intimidating defender. 
“There was never once a big play to my 
side,” he said. 

Alexander also is deeply religious 
and uses his athletic success with a 
missionary’s zeal. That's a tribute to his 


an Alexander often offers a 
hand and a kind word to an 
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high school football coach, the late 


Scott Swofford. Alexander missed 
practice on the Wednesday before the 
Notre Dame game to drive home for 
Swofford’s funeral. 

Swofford “taught me to relate the 
two,” said Alexander. “Kind of how he 
told me was, ‘Hey, God’s watching you 
all the time. If you're not giving your 
best at practice, if you’re not giving 
your best on the field, he’s going to 
see.’ There are verses in the Bible about 
giving your best for the Lord.” 

Alexander also is committed to giv- 
ing his best off the field. He is a three- 
time academic All-Big 12 honoree, with 
a 3.114 cumulative grade-point average 
in business administration, and he’s 
extremely active in the community. In 
fact, the Cornhusker media guide 
describes him as being “without a 


DAN 
ALEXANDER 


doubt the most involved athlete 
Nebraska has ever had in the commu- 
nity.” 

He has been a volunteer at the 
Peoples City Mission, the Food 
Distribution Center, St. Elizabeth's 
Community Health Center Burn Unit, 
the Make a Wish Foundation, the Team 
Spirit Hospital Visitation Program and 
the Dads for Kids with Disabilities pro- 
gram. In addition, he is a Cornhusker 
co-captain, a three-year member of the 
team’s Unity Council and the Student- 
Athlete Advisory Board. 

Alexander came to realize, after 
being baptized when he was in the sev- 
enth grade, that he could use athletic 
success as a “platform because you got 
a lot of publicity for that,” he said. 

“T knew I wasn’t going to grow up 
to be a preacher because at the time | 


was very shy. I didn’t like speaking to 
people. I wasn’t going to beat anybody 
over the head with a Bible. 

“T knew that the best way to do it 
was through sports and through what 
people see in your life. They say, if you 
can act Christ-like, if people can see 
Christ in your behavior and your 
demeanor, then they’re a lot more 
responsive than if you came up to them 
with a Bible and read them verses.” 

The violence of his collisions with 
would-be tacklers seems to belie that 
philosophy. But he’s not trying to hurt 
anybody. “I pray before the game and 
between each time I go out there,” he 
said. “I always get down and say a 
prayer. And part of my prayer is that 
no one gets hurt.” 

“I'm looking to knock them on their 
butts, maybe, to make them think 
twice about trying to tackle me again. 
But I’m not out there trying to injure 
anybody.” 

He’ll extend a hand and say, “Hey, 
that was a good tackle.” 

“I think it takes everybody by sur- 
prise,” he said. “They think I’m going 
to come out there and I’m going to be 
spitting in their face, be some kind of 
big jerk or mean guy. 

“But they learn. And I think they 
respect me for it.” 


a. Can Cooler, b. Golf Bag, 
c. Golf Pouch, 

d. Golf Buddy Bag, 

e. Golf Bag Stand Deluxe, 
f. Shoe Bag 


For a Retailer in Your Area, Call 402-339-1053 
or E-mail us at FanGear@novia.net 
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Available in various Nebraska Fabrics 


Only an expert could last through 
15 years of investing. 


Seventy-five years of being in business—and not a wrinkle to show. At 
Kirkpatrick Pettis, we've weathered the ups and downs of the financial markets, 
and we're still standing strong. Our stability has allowed you to confidently invest 
with us in the past—and will allow you to continue investing with us in the future. 
And not only is Kirkpatricle Pettis large enough to offer the products you want, 


' : ‘ 
we're small enough to know you hy name. For a trusted investment partner, call the 


Kirlepatricle Pettis office nearest you. Nebraska locations: Omaha, Lincoln, Nebraska City, Syracuse, 


Columbus and Grand Island. Also located in Kansas City, MO; Denver, CO and Englewood, CO. 


° 
Kirkpatrick Penis 

A Mutual of Omaha Company 
HOME OFFICE: 10250 REGENCY CIRCLE, SUITE 400 « OMAHA, NE 68114 « 402-397-5777 = 800-776-5777 
Member NASD & SIPC 


www.kirkpatrickpettis.,com 
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THE NEXT 
GENERATION 
OF DIGITAL 
HEARING AIDS... 


FROM SIEMENS, THE WORLD’S 
LARGEST & MOST EXPERIENCED 
HEARING AID MANUFACTURER. 


HEARING AIDS 
THAT ARE 
SIGNIFICANTLY 
DIFFERENT. 
SIGNIFICANTLY 
BETTER. 


-(signia 


(402) 476-6382 


AUDIOLOGY CENTER 


OF LINCOLN 
2221 South 17th Street, Suite 414 
Lincoln, NE 68502 


A 


Kent Eakins Roy Christensen 


Thomas Tegt 
M.D. M.S., CCC-A M.D. 


© 2000 Siemens Hearing Instruments, Inc. All rights reserved 1/00. 


gottopaythatbillnow.com 


Pay bills online anytime, anywhere. 


Introducing 24-Hour Banker Online from First National 
Bank of Omaha. It’s simple and convenient to use — with a 
computer and an Internet connection, you can be online and 
SZ in control in minutes! 
xy 


Use 24-Hour Banker Online to check account balances, 

deposits, withdrawals or transfer funds between accounts. 

= You can even pay bills online with BillPay. We can’t think of an 
easier way to say banking than www.fnbomaha.com 


20 SEPT. 30, 2000 


first national bank 
of omaha 


MEMBER FDIC 
Investing in you. 


cornerback Keyuo 
Craver tips away a pass intended 
for lowa’s Kevin Kasper. Kasper 
had eight catches for 129 yards 
and a touchdown. 


| 
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Rare Air 


Crouch’s five 
touchdown 
passes lead 
to search of 
record books 


att Davison had 
a question for 
reporters after 
they finished 
interviewing 
him following 
No.  1-ranked 
Nebraska's 42-13 victory against a 
stubborn Iowa team at Memorial 
Stadium. 

What was the last game in which 
the Cornhuskers didn’t score a rush- 
ing touchdown? 

The reporters were prepared for 
the question, with an assist from the 
Nebraska sports information office. 
The Cornhuskers didn’t have a rush- 
ing touchdown in the 1998 Holiday 
Bowl game loss to Arizona. 

Davison persisted. OK, then when 
was the last time Nebraska won with- 
out a rushing touchdown? 

“You guys go look that up,” the 
senior split end said. “I’ve got to run.” 

He and quarterback Eric Crouch 
had to do an interview with a Lincoln 
television station just outside the 
South Stadium. Former Cornhusker 
Steve Taylor also participated in the 
interview, the basis for which was 
Crouch’s school-record-tying five 
touchdown passes, two of them to 
Davison. 

Crouch now shares the record with 


Assault 


Husker Player of the Game 


Efficient 
Passing 


Eric Crouch’s passing against 
lowa was nothing if not efficient. 
He completed 10-of-13 passes for 
159 yards and a school-record- 
tying five touchdowns without an 
interception. 

His NCAA efficiency rating was 
a lofty 306.6. That's a better rating 
than the school record of 298.2, set 
by Steve Taylor against UCLA in 
1987. But the minimum for the 
record is 15 passes. 

Record or not, “you'd have to 
give him (Crouch) an A-plus,” 
Coach Frank Solich said. 

Crouch also rushed for 93 yards. 
“We had a couple of options that 
did not look like (the) options we 
want them to look like,” said 


Eric Crouch 


Solich. “But all in all, 1 thought Eric 
played another excellent football 
game on both the running and 
passing. And also the leadership he 
shows has been outstanding.” 


Stories by Mike Babcock 
Photos by Scott Bruhn 
& Joe Schlegelmilch 


Taylor, who threw for five touch- 
downs twice during his junior season 
in 1987, against Missouri and against 
UCLA. Both were victories. 

So anyway, Davison wanted to 
know when Nebraska last won with- 
out rushing for a touchdown because 
the Cornhuskers’ sixth and final 


touchdown against Iowa came on a 
39-yard interception return by back- 
up free safety Troy Watchorn with 
only 55 seconds remaining in the 
game. 

Davison must have been surprised 
when he learned the answer because 
Nebraska didn’t score a rushing 
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Senior split end Matt Davison hauls in a 31-yard touchdown pass from Eric Crouch that tied the score at 7-7 midway through the 


first quarter. 


touchdown in a 16-14 victory against 
Colorado at Memorial Stadium in 
1998. 

The Cornhuskers didn’t score a 
passing touchdown in that game 
either. Their points came on a Clint 
Finley interception return and three 
field goals and an extra-point kick by 
Kris Brown. 

Even so, Davison’s point was well 
taken. Such games are rare. 

Obviously, however, they aren't as 
rare as those in which a Nebraska 
quarterback has thrown five touch- 
down passes, nor are they as rare as 
those in which a Cornhusker has 
caught three touchdown passes, as 


tight end Tracey Wistrom did against 
Iowa. That’s only happened five 
times before. 

Tom Banderas was the last to do it, 
against Missouri in 1987. 

And he was the only tight end 
among the previous five. 

That Wistrom was around to catch 
the touchdown passes was a little sur- 
prising, considering he limped off the 
field with a strained right knee just 
over six minutes into the game. 

But the strain was “something I 
was able to play through,” he said. 
“And I was glad I did.” 

So was Coach Frank Solich. 
“Tracey has been unbelievable in 


terms of his production in our offense 
and (as) a big-play guy. We continue 
to go to him and he continues to make 
the big-play catches.” 

Wistrom downplayed his touch- 
down catches, which came in each of 
the last three quarters and covered 12, 
10 and 4 yards. They were “things 
we've been working on since day 
one,” he said. 

The game’s 


biggest big-play catch 
was Davison’s with no time showing 
on the clock at the end of the first half. 
The play covered 43 yards and 
increased Nebraska’s lead to 21-13. 
The Cornhuskers began the drive 
at their own 20-yard line, following 
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Nebraska quarterback Eric Crouch tries 
to get away from lowa defensive back 
Benny Sapp. Crouch carried 12 times for 
93 yards. He passed for 159 yards and 
five touchdowns. 


the second of two second-quarter 
field goals by Iowa’s Nate Kaeding 
with 1:44 left before intermission. 

Six plays later, they were at the 
Hawkeye 43-yard line, after Crouch 
was sacked for a 2-yard loss. 

Nebraska stopped the clock with 4 
seconds remaining and settled on a 
“79 double takeoff,” a play it practices 
often. “It’s something that we’re 
always throwing,” said Solich. 

“We don’t miss a day of running 
that pattern (in practice).” 

A Crouch-to-Bobby-Newcombe 
touchdown pass on the same pattern 
produced the winning points in the 
Cornhuskers’ 24-17 victory at Kansas 
last season. “We work it hard and it 
paid big dividends,” Solich said. “It’s 
a good pattern. It’s a basic pattern. 
And we executed it pretty well 
today.” 

Davison was one of four receivers 
in the pattern, which is designed to 
“split up the field,” said Solich. “I 
thought Eric did a good job of reading 
it. And there were some adjustments 
by our receivers.” 

“Matt adjusted to the ball well 
when it was in the air. Actually, when 
it was coming down, I saw him there 
and I thought we had a great chance 
because I know that he makes plays 
and the ball was coming near him, 
and it didn’t look like there was any- 
body hanging on him or ready to 
break it up.” 

Davison caught the ball and car- 
ried it into the end zone. 

“Tt's not a very high percentage 
play, but it worked out for us,” he 
said. 

His first touchdown came on a 31- 
yard pass play, midway through the 
first quarter, after lowa had taken a 7- 
0 lead by driving 76 yards on seven 
plays on the game’s first series. 

“Eric made a great throw, a tight 
spiral,” said Davison, who doubled 
his career touchdown passes in the 
game. “It was so pretty. But it wasn’t 
coming down quick enough. I was 
open.” 

Crouch’s passing was the topic of 
conversation following the game. 
Even though he only threw 13 passes, 
10 were complete — and half of them 
went for touchdowns. 

“You would never know they are 
not a passing team,” lowa Coach Kirk 
Ferentz said. “They talked all week 
that they were going to pass more. I 


don’t know if they did or not. What 
makes them so dangerous is their 
running game. They set up the run up 
so well that the pass hurts you.” 

Even though Nebraska didn’t score 
a rushing touchdown, it moved the 
ball well on the ground. I-backs Dan 
Alexander and Correll Buckhalter 
each rushed for 100 yards and Crouch 
was only 7 yards short of 100 as the 
Cornhuskers finished with 352 rush- 
ing yards — and averaged nearly 7 
per carry. 


Iowa ran more plays, however, and 
finished with 299 yards of total 
offense. 

The Hawkeyes couldn’t score in 


the second half, however, even 
though “we had our backs against the 
wall a couple of times,” Solich said. 
“But I thought our defense did a great 
job of not allowing them to put points 
on the board. And that’s the bottom 
line. You can rack up yards, but if 
those points aren’t being racked up, 
then your defense is probably doing a 


good job.” 

But, he was quick to add, “that’s 
not saying we can’t improve.” 

Davison followed Wistrom to the 
podium in the South Stadium varsity 
lounge after the game. “I can’t believe 
you want to talk to me,” he said. 
“That guy had three (touchdown 
passes).” 

Even so, he was happy with his 
two touchdowns. 

“That's more balls than I caught all 
week in practice,” he said. 
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Notes And Quotes From The lowa Game 


BEND DON’T BREAK 

Although Nebraska’s defense gave up 299 yards and 18 first downs, it limited 
lowa to a pair of second-quarter field goals after the game's first series. 

The Blackshirts bent but they didn’t break. That's the bottom line, Coach Frank 
Solich said. “But we don’t really want them to bend all that much either, to be very 
honest with you.” 

lowa did some sophisticated things offensively in the first half that created 
problems for the Cornhuskers, according to defensive coordinator Craig Bohl. 

“At halftime, we made some adjustments,” he said. 

Those adjustments enabled them to increase the pressure on lowa quarter- 
back Scott Mullen as the game went on. Nebraska sacked him six times, for loss- 
es totaling 41 yards. 

“We felt coming into the game, we had been deficient in sacks,” Bohl said. 

Randy Stella was credited with 1.5 sacks. Kyle Vanden Bosch, Carlos Polk, 
Keyuo Craver and Junior Tagoa’i each had a sack. And Chris Kelsay was credited 
with a half-sack. 

“Defensively, | thought as the game went on, we got to where we were play- 
ing better,” said Solich. 


COBRA 

Nebraska rush end Benard Thomas, a true freshman from East Palo Alto, Calif., 
saw action against the Hawkeyes after being held out of the first two games as a 
possible redshirt. 

Solich indicated on Thursday before the game that Thomas would play, not- 
ing, “He's shown a great deal of ability from the time he’s been here, but it really 
kind of showed through a little bit when we were going ones against ones (in prac- 
tice) and had a chance to match him up.” 

Thomas, who's listed at 6-foot-4 and 240 pounds, has been particularly impres- 
sive as a pass rusher. He was part of what Bohl described as a “special group” of 
pass rushers, the “cobra” unit. 

“We've got five heat-seeking missiles in there,” Bohl said. 

Thomas is the fourth true freshman to play for Nebraska this season. The oth- 
ers, also defenders, are outside linebacker T.J. Hollowell, cornerback Terrell Butler 
and free safety Willie Amos. 


DOUBLE TROUBLE 

Strongside linebacker Scott Shanle and middle linebacker Carlos Polk teamed 
up on a pass interception that stopped an lowa drive after the Hawkeyes reached 
the Nebraska 36-yard line on their second possession. Polk tipped the Scott 
Mullen pass, and Shanle intercepted it. 

Shanle and Polk also were credited with nine tackles apiece to lead the 
Cornhuskers. Tackle totals are unofficial, however. The official totals are tabulated 
after the coaches evaluate videotape. 


MOVING UP 

Cornhusker split end Matt Davison gained 74 yards on his two touchdown 
receptions. The yardage moves him ahead of Guy Ingles (1968-70) into third place 
on the school career list. Davison has 1,192 receiving yards. He's just four behind 
Irving Fryar, who's in second place. 

Davison needs five receptions to tie Jeff Kinney for second place in that cate- 
gory. Johnny Rodgers, Nebraska’s first Heisman Trophy winner in 1972, is first on 
both career lists. 


BRIEFLY NOTED 

— Nebraska fumbled three times, losing one. The lost fumble was the 
Cornhuskers’ first of the season. 

— Dan Alexander recorded his fourth consecutive 100-yard rushing game, 
gaining a game-high 113 on 15 carries. Correll Buckhalter rushed for 100 yards on 
16 carries. Buckhalter became the 18th Cornhusker to rush for 2,000 career yards 
on a 4-yard run with 1:05 remaining in the second quarter. 

Alexander and Buckhalter also each rushed for 100 yards in the opener against 
San Jose State. 

— Nebraska allowed 120 yards on five kickoff returns. On special teams play, 
“we had some good things and some not so good things happen out there,” 
Solich said. “So there’s still a lot of work in store for us on that end of it, and we'll 
continue to emphasize special teams play. 

“But it was not all bad. There were some things that did, | think, show well.” 

— lowa defensive back Mikkel Brown on Crouch: “He’s dangerous in the air 
and on the ground. You have to give him all the credit in the world. He’s a great 
player.” 


Big 12 
Standings 
North 
Conf. All 
Kansas State 0 0 4 
Nebraska 0 0 3 
lowa State 0 0 3 
Kansas 0 0 2 
Missouri 0 0 1 
Colorado 0 0 0 
South 
Conf. All 
Texas Tech 0 0 4 
Oklahoma 0 0 3 
Baylor 0 0 2 
Oklahoma State 0 0 2 
Texas 0 0 2 
Texas A&M 0 0 2 


Sept. 23 results 
Nebraska 42, lowa 13 


Kansas State 55, North Texas 10 
Kansas 42, Southern Illinois 0 
Oklahoma 42, Rice 14 

Baylor 28, South Florida 13 

So. Mississippi 28, Oklahoma State 6 
Texas 48, Houston 0 

lowa State, Missouri, Colorado, Texas 
Tech, Texas A&M idle 
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Sept. 2 
Sept. 9 
Sept. 16 
Sept. 30 
Oct. 7 
Oct. 14 
Oct. 21 
Oct. 28 
Nov. 4 
Nov. 11 
Nov. 18 


Sept. 2 
Sept. 9 
Sept. 16 
Sept. 30 
Oct. 7 
Oct. 14 
Oct. 21 
Oct. 28 
Nov. 4 
Nov. 11 
Nov. 18 


Upcoming 
Opponents’ 
Schedules 


Missouri (1-2) 


Western Illinois, W 50-20 


at Clemson, L 62-9 


Michigan State, L 13-10 


at Nebraska 
Oklahoma State 
Kansas 

at Texas 

at lowa State 
Colorado 

at Baylor 
Kansas State 


lowa State (3-0) 
Ohio, W 25-15 


UNLV, W 37-22 

at lowa, W 24-14 
at Baylor 
Nebraska 

at Oklahoma State 
Texas A&M 
Missouri 

at Kansas State 

at Colorado 
Kansas 


Missouri 
Sept. 30 


Location: Columbia, Mo. 
Enrollment: 22,723 
1999 record: 4-7 
Coach: Larry Smith, 7th 


year 


Series: Nebraska leads 58-32-3 


6 p.m. (Fox Sports Net), 
Memorial Stadium, Lincoln 


Tiger to Watch 


Defensive end Justin Smith 
has become one of the most domi- 
nant defensive players in MU histo- 
ry 


In his first two seasons, he record- 
ed 178 tackles including 11 1/2 sacks 
and is a legitimate All-America can- 
didate as well as a candidate for the 
Bronco Nagurski 
Award, which is 
presented to the 


nation’s outstand- 

ing defensive 

player. A return- 

ing All-Big 12 

selection, Smith 

started his junior ie’ 

season with 20 

tackles, including five for losses and 

one sack, in the first three games. 
The 6-foot-4, 270-pound Smith 

combines speed (4.5 in the 40), agili- 

ty (30.5-inch vertical leap) and 

strength (a school-record 485-pound 

power clean). 


Quick Facts 


The 13-10 loss to Michigan 
State left the Tigers 1-24 against 
rated teams under Coach Larry 
Smith. 

Tailback Zack Abron, a redshirt 
freshman, gave Missouri a career- 
high 74 yards on 22 carries and 
scored the only touchdown against 
Michigan State. But he also fumbled 
at the Tigers’ 26 to set up a Michigan 
State score. 


At lowa State 
Oct. 7 


Location: Ames, lowa 


Enrollment: 26,110 

1999 record: 4-7 

Coach: Dan McCarney, 

6th year 

Series: Nebraska leads 78-14-2 


Time TBA 
Jack Trice Stadium, Ames, lowa 


THE PAUL FELL PREDICTION 


be 


vs. MISSOURI 
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TIGERS ARE SENT ON THEIR WAY AFTER 
A THOROUGH SCALPING BY THE BIG RED! 
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but it won't be close enough. 


Mike Babcock Nebraska 27, Missouri 13 


Pat Duffy*** 
Daryl Whittington** 


Pat Mingucci 
Chris Ryan 
Cedric Harden* 
Howard Brown 
Justin Smith** 
Josh O'Neal* 
Sean Doyle” 
Duke Revard* 


Jamonte Robinson** 


David Monroe* 
Julian Jones*** 
Larry Hollinquest* 
Gary Anthony 
Clarence Jone 
Clarence Jones 


Andre Roberson*** 


Antoine Duncan* 
Terrence Curry* 
Jared Gilpin** 
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Contributing Editor 

The last time the Tigers came 
to Lincoln, in 1998, they gave 
Nebraska a 20-13 scare. How 
soon we forget. In fact, check the 
record; Missouri has played well 
in Lincoln every 10 years (ending 
in 8). Nebraska won 26-18 in 
1988, while the Tigers won 35-31 
in 1978 and 16-14 in 1968. 
Unfortunately for the Tigers, this 
year doesn't end in 8. So it's 
liable to get ugly. Nebraska 63, 
Missouri 10 


Terry Douglass 
Grand Island (Neb.) 
Independent 
Sports Editor 
Unfortunately for the Tigers, 
the university’s science depart- 
ment has yet to develop the 
capacity to clone Missouri's all- 
conference defensive end Justin 
Smith. Nebraska will be hitting on 
all cylinders when the Tigers 
come to town. Nebraska 51, 
Missouri 10 
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lowa ws. Nebraska 
Sept. 23, 2000 ¢ Lincoln, Neb. 


Nebraska 


First Downs 18 23 
Rushing 5 17 
Passing 11 6 
Penalty 2 0 

Rushing Attempts 31 51 

Yards Gained Rushing 91 352 

Yards Lost Rushing 44 21 

Net Yards Rushing 47 331 

Net Yards Passing 252 159 
Passes Attempted 40 13 
Passes Completed 19 10 
Had Intercepted 2 0 

Total Plays 71 64 

Total Net Yards 299 490 
Avg. Gain Per Play 4.2 77 

Fumbles-Lost 1-0 3-1 

Penalties-Yards 7-57 5-55 

Punts-Yards 6-221 5-221 
Avg. Per Punt 36.8 44.2 

Punt Returns-Yards 3-23 6-41 

Interceptions-Yards 0-0 2-57 

Fumble Returns-Yards 0-0 0-0 

Kickoff Returns-Yards 5-120 2-25 

Possession Time 29:12 30:48 


IOWA 


RUSHING 
Name Yds. yPpc LNG TD 
Betts, L. ao 75 3.8 24 0 
Crockett, R. 1 6 6.0 6 0 
Mullen, S. 10 -34 -3.4 3 0 

PASSING 
Name C-A-I Pet. Yds. TD 
Mullen, S. 19-40-2 47.5 252 1 
Name No. ds. ypc LNG TD 
Kasper, K. 8 129 16.1 46 1 
Pollio, H. 3 26 8.67 12 0 
Betts, L. 2 29 14.5 23 0 
Trippeer, K. 2 23 11.5 14 0 
Gallery, R 1 19 19.0 19 0 
Oliver, C. 1 11 11.0 11 0 
Barton, R. 1 11 11.0 11 it) 
Hill, Kahlil 1 4 4.0 a 0 
Name No. Yds. Avg. LNG 
Baker, J. 6 221 36.8 47 
Name No. Yds. YPR LNG TD 
Hill, K. 3 23 77 NG 0 

KICKOFF RETURNS 

Name No. Yds. YPR LNG TD 
Dodge, T. 3 87 29.0 41 0 
Oliver, C. 1 31 31.0 31 0 
Babineaux, J. 1 2 2.0 2 0 

DEFENSE 
Name UT FL Int. Sacks 
Dolezal, M. o “ Ly 1-1 0 0 
Hall, S. 3 6 9 1-7 0 0 
Davison, D. 1 TT & ° O 0 0 
Hansen, R. 2 4 6 O 0 0 
Herron, A. 1 5 6 © 0 0 
Barr, F. 1 5 6 0 0 0 
Meyer, R. 3 2 5 25 0 1-2 
Pickens, D. 1 6-5 ~2 0 0 
Woods, L. 1 3 4 O 0 0 
Dodge, T. 2 13 0 is) 0 
Kampman, A. 1 {' 2 0 0 0 
Sapp, B. tt = F 0 0 
Rickards 1 vr. oD 0 0 
Barton, R. 1 0 1 0 0 0 
Montgomery, J. 0 T.% 18) 0 0 
Lewis, G. 0 : oe | 0 0 0 
Claus, J. 0 ny 0 0 
McLaurin, M. 0 74 0 0 0 
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IU — Kevin Kasper 29-yard pass 
from Scott Mullen (Nate Kaeding 
kick) 

NU — Matt Davison 31-yard 
pass from Eric Crouch (Josh Brown 
kick) 

NU — Tracey Wistrom 12-yard 
pass from Crouch (Brown kick) 

IU — Kaeding 40-yard field goal 

IU — Kaeding 39-yard field goal 

NU — Davison 43-yard pass 
from Crouch (Brown kick) 

NU — Wistrom 10-yard pass 
from Crouch (Brown kick) 

NU — Wistrom 4-yard pass 
from Crouch (Brown kick) 

NU — Troy Watchorn 39-yard 
interception return (Brown kick) 
Att. — 78,070 
Temp. — 50 


eaders 


Name Att. Yds. ypc LNG TD 
Alexander, D. 15 114 75 26 0 
Buckhalter, C. 16 100 6.2 16 0 
Crouch, E. 12 93 7.8 41 0 
Miller, W. 6 21 3.5 6 0 
Davies, J. 2 4 2.0 3 0 
Name C-A-I Is. TD 

Crouch, E. 10-13-0 ee: 9 5 5 

RECEIVING 
Name No. Yds. ypc LNG TD 
Wistrom, T. 4 42 10.5 16 3 
Davison, M. 2 74 37.0 43 2 
Newcombe, B. 2 24 12.0 24 0 
Bowling, J. 1 12 12.0 12 0 
Golliday, A. 1 7 7.0 7 0 
PUNTING 
Name No. Yds. Avg. LNG 
Hadenfeldt, D. 5 221 44.2 47 
PUNT RETURNS 
Name No. Yds. YPR LNG TD 
Walker, J. 3 27 9.0 2 0 
Newcombe, B. 3 14 4.7 9 0 
KICKOFF RETURNS 
Name No. Yds. YPR LNG TD 
Walker, J. ; 14 14.0 4 0 
Grixby, D. 11 11.0 a 0 
DEFENSE 

Name UT AT At FL Int. Sacks 
Shanle, S. 4 5 1-1 1-18 0 
Polk, C 3 6 3 1-10 0 1-10 
Craver, K. — Ss 8 hw 0 1-9 
Booker, D. . 2) 8 0 0 0 
Stella, R. 2 4 #6 2-85 0 1.5-8.5 
Vanden Bosch,K. 2 2 4 1-6 0 1-6 
Walker, J. PF es 0 0 0 
Kelsay, C. 0 3 #3 1-3.5 0 53.5 
Finley, C. 2 th 0 0 0 
Hollowell, T.J. 2 fT 3 0 0 0 
Kaiser, L. 1: 2° 3 0 Qo 0 
Amos, W. 1 oe OS 0 0 0 
Lohr, J. 2 0 2 1-2 0 0 
Slechta, J. 1 1 2 0 0 0 
Vedral, M. h “be oe 0 0 0 
Ricketts, P. i ee 0 0 0 
Tagoa’i, J. TY ( sf Jat 0 1-4 
Terpening, A. y Ds Ff 0 0 0 
Groce, D. B., st 1 0 ) 0 
Watchorn, T. Y 7 8 0 1-39 0 


Nebraska linebacker Scott Shanle tries to 
drag down lowa’s 6-foot-7, 275-pound tight 
end Robert Gallery. 


SAS 
RUSHING 
Name YPG 1D 
Alexander, D. S as ‘Si 144.3 3 
Buckhalter, C. 3 38 260 86.7 0 
Crouch, E 3 36 230 76.7 6 
Miller, W, 3 18 89 29.7 0 
avies, 3 6 29 9.7 0 
Lord, J. 1 4 27 27.0 0 
Diedrick, D. 3 5 12 4.0 1 
Miller, R. 1 1 9 9.0 0 
Grixby, D 3 1 9 3.0 0 
Newcombe, B. 3 2 7 2.3 0 
Davis, J. 2 1 3 1.5 0 
Collins, T. 1 2 2 2.0 0 
PASSING 
Name G C-A-I Pet. Yds. TD 
Crouch, E. 3 21-38-3 55.3 329. «6 
Lord, J. 1 1-3-1 33.3 24 «0 
Name G No. Yds. YPC YPG TD 
Wistrom, T. 3 8 119 149 39.7 4 
Davison, M. 3 5 125 25.0 41.7 2 
Newcombe, B. 3 5 78 15.6 26.0 0 
Bowling, J. 3 Pe 12.0 4.0 0 
Buckhalter, C. 3 1 9 9.0 3.0 0 
Golliday, A. 3 1 7 7.0 23 0 
Alexander, D. 3 1 Kj 3.0 1.0 0 
Name Att. Good Long 
Brown, J. it} tt) 
Name No. 
Hadenfeldt, D. 12 3 4 8 99 
Brown, J. 1 28 28.0 28 
DEFENSE 
Name a UT AT TT FL Int. S/Yds. 
Polk, C. 8 19 27 1-10 0 1-10 
Shanle, S. 3 9 aN 2-2 0 0 
Stella, R. 3.9 8 17 3-145 0 2.5-14.5 
Kaiser, L. 3 5 918 0 0 
Craver, K. 3 4 10 14 19 0 1-9. 
Walker, J. 3.7 #6 13 QO 15 0 
Lohr, J. 3 (‘Be 6011 23 9 0 
Booker, D. 3 (oS §6 11 0 i) 0 
Vanden Bosch,K. 3 3 6 9 1-6 0 1-6 
Slechta, J. a BS 57.8 17 0 1-7 
Finley, C. SF Go ae oral 0 0 
Groce, D. 21h 29 7 0 tt) 0 
Kelsay, C. SW ner An! ome <8} 0 .6-3.5 
TEAM STATISTICS NU OPP 
Total Offensive Yards 1,463 869 
Plays 211 192 
Average Per Play 6.9 4.5 
Average Per Game 487.7 289.7 
Net Rushing Yards 1,110 424 
Attempts 170 100 
TDs Rushing 10 1 
Net Passing Yards 353 445 
Completions 22 36 
Average Per Pass 8.6 48 
Average Per Catch 16.0 12.4 
Average Per Game 117.7 148.3 
TDs Passing 6 3 
Sacks By-Yards 8-54 4-26 
Fumbles-Lost 4-1 -0 
Penalties-Yards 15-130 26-187 
Scoring Ast 2nd 3rd 4th OT 
NU 28 35 28 21 6 118 


Opponents 13 13 14 7 3 50 
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Need Nebraska 
| Football Tickets? ; 


l We can help. l 


sSportsv.com 


. an affordable price, so you . "One of the largest Husker websites and growing" 


| can enjoy the game as well | 
l as the post game. | 
| We have tickets for all games. 


T-SHIRTS * SWEATSHIRTS * POLOS * MUGS * WALLETS ° 


CHECKBOOK COVERS * WATCHES * GLASSES * APRONS °* KEY 
RINGS * HATS * JERSEYS * LEATHER CHAIRS * TELEPHONES °* 
PENS ° MAIL BOXES * PAPER CUBES * TRASH CANS ° 
NITELIGHTS * PENCILS * COLLECTIBLES * GOLF PUTTERS * 
DOOR MATS °* FLAGS * HUSKER VIDEOS * BIRD HOUSES ° 
PLAYING CARDS * SOUP BOWLS * CHRISTMAS STOCKINGS ° 
BIBS * BABY BOTTLES * GOLF BALLS * RATTLES * CHECKERS ° 
ORNAMENTS * YO-YO'S * DOMINOS * TOY TRUCKS * PLOWS * 
TRACTORS * DOG JERSEYS ° NAPKINS * PLASTIC CUPS ° 


i Ask about tickets for: | 
| 
| 
| 
| HITCH COVERS * CANDLES * GOLF TOWELS * WINDSOCKS °* 
| 
| 
| 


* «Lied Center + St. Louis Blues 
| * Lincoln Stars + State Fair concerts 


PLASTIC PLATES * PUTTER COVERS * DRIVER COVERS * 


"Over 350 Husker items and growing 


1-402-580-0446 - 


www.sportsv.com 
bigredconnect@webtv.net 


Tradition 


Begin a tradition with your family by 
visiting HuskersHQ.com after each game! 


HuskersHQ.com offers: 
¢ Interviews 
¢ Commentary | 
¢ Forums At SH, 
* Statistics 1) WuRots: 
¢ Schedules 
BCS Rankings 


Don’t forget HuskersGear.com - our online mall 
with all your favorite Husker items! 


EVERYTHING HUSKER! 


gghuskersHQ com 
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crs s watches @ 


Quality components include pant quartz movements. Water resistant with two year eae 
Elite watches packaged in tin gift box. Team watch packaged in tuck box. 


Bie. Team model - w/velcro 
Elite Model - w/oiled leather strap - $75.95 Elite Model - w/stainless steel bracelet - $79.95 sport strap - $39.95 


To order by credit card, call: — 
a HANA 
To order by mail, send check or money order to: —— Illustrated V Watch, PO Box 83222, Lincoln, NE 68501 


Add $6.95 for ground S&H and 5% sales tax for NE residents. Allow 2-4 weeks for delivery. Rush delivery normally may 
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jet em while they re hot. 
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The 


Third in a Series 


Thirty years have passed 
since Nebraska won its 
first official national title. 
And during those 30 years, 
Nebraska has finished atop 
the national rankings four 
more times, including 
three from 1994 to 1997. 
As the 1970 season illus- 
trates, championships can 
depend on luck as well as 
on preparation and design. 
In a 12-part series, Huskers 
Illustrated takes a game- 
by-game look at the 1970 
season. 


By Mike Babcock 


onte Johnson 
thought _ seri- 
ously about 
quitting the 
Nebraska _foot- 
ball team in 
early September of 1972. He was 
competing for a starting job at one 
of two defensive tackle positions 
with junior John Dutton and fellow 
senior Bill Janssen, and he had 
played well during preseason prac- 
tice. 

When the depth chart was post- 
ed the week before the opener at 
UCLA, however, Johnson was still 
listed where he had finished an 
injury-shortened spring — second 
on the left side. 

He was livid when he met with 
Monte Kiffin, his position coach, in 


Monte Johnson spent eight seasons 
with the Raiders, serving as captain of 
the defense and playing for two Super 
Bowl champions. 


Game 3 
Nebraska 28, Army 0 


Sept. 26, 1970 
Memorial Stadium 


Scoring 


(Second Quarter) 

NU — Johnny Rodgers, 43-yd pass from Jerry Tagge 
(Paul Rogers kick) 

(Third Quarter) 
NU — Joe Orduna, 2-yd run (Rogers kick) 
NU — Rodgers, 26-yd pass from Tagge (Rogers kick) 

Fourth Quarter 
NU — Woody Cox, 31-yd pass from Van Brownson 
(Rogers kick) 


Give Nutrition 


™ 


a Second Chance acvecare’ 


Joe Juraszek 
Strength & Condition 
Dallas Cowboys 


Jake Gordon 
Lost 120 pounds 


DO YOU NEED... 
More ENERGY 


A WEIGHT 
MANAGEMENT 
program guaranteed to work 
Improve your PHYSICAL 
PERFORMANCE 


wae 


“Use What the Pros Use!” 


David Thompson 


AdvoCare products are scientifically formu- 
lated and are so effective that many world- 
class athletes have given AdvoCare their non- 
paid testimonials and endorsements. Call 
today to receive 25% off your first order. 


@ Independent Distributors 
~, Patrick & Wendy Kuhl; Rick & Danette Mclain 
©) = 1-888-424-9878 * 1-402-421-7550 
www.advocare.com 


Cliff Ronning 


NHL Player Dana Peal Mike Jones 


| 
& Lost 121 pounds, 
7 dress sizes 


Joe Bowden Michael ass 
( 


Steve Watterson 

Strength Coach 

_ Tennessee Pro 

Kendall Cross Football 
Olympic Gold ¥ 
medalist ' 
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NFL Running back 


Dennis 


ings 


Husker Collectibles 


9" Nebraska Santa 
$39.98 


9" Lil’ Red 
Mascot 
$39.98 


Also available, 
¢ Nebraska outdoor flags 
e Stone coasters 


* Limited edtion glass and 
resin Husker ornaments 

e 15" Year 2000 Santa 

¢ Memorial Stadium in a 

musical waterdome. 


Shop our web: www.fourstargifts.com 
for the latest in Husker collectibles. 


Four Star Card & Gift Gallery 
5500 Old Cheney Rd. Suite 24 
Lincoln, NE 


800-782-7490 


Your Travel Agent for 


the lower level of the north field- 
house. Kiffin explained his reason- 
ing. “He said the combination of Bill 
and John was stronger than (the 
combination of) me and either of 
them,” Johnson said recently. 

The thought of quitting, though 
serious, was “fleeting.” 

With encouragement from Jim 
Walden, another assistant coach, 
Johnson decided to stay. 

Walden told him, “Son, you're 
going to play some football here.” 

Johnson had already played 
enough as a back-up during his first 
two seasons to earn letters. But he 
was skeptical about the opportunity 
he would have as a senior. “I asked 
Monte (Kiffin) to at least give me a 
chance to play,” said Johnson. “He 
said there would be no guarantees.” 

During non-conference games, 
Janssen would start and play the 
first quarter. Johnson would play 
the second quarter. And Janssen 
would play the third. Who played 
the fourth quarter would depend on 
how the game was going. Kiffin 
“said we were going to see how it 
worked,” Johnson said. 

Before the Cornhuskers left for 
West Point, N.Y., for their third of 


four non-conference games against 
Army, Kiffin told Johnson not to 
consider the rotation plan a given. 

“T thought I wasn’t going to play 
anymore,” said Johnson. 

The rotation continued, howev- 
er, and in games when Nebraska 
had a comfortable lead by the fourth 
quarter, Johnson would tell Kiffin to 
let the lower-unit players finish up. 

“I think that irked him,” 
Johnson said. 

Johnson never started as a sen- 
ior. He never started during his 
career at Nebraska, in fact. But he 
played more minutes than anyone 
in 1972 and led the team in tackles. 

He so impressed NFL scouts 
that he was a second-round draft 
pick of the Oakland Raiders and the 
third Cornhusker selected in 1973. 
Johnny Rodgers and Willie Harper 
were the first two. 

He spent eight seasons with the 
Raiders, serving as captain of the 
defense and playing for two Super 
Bowl champions. “I look back on 
those years and have to pinch 
myself,” he said. 

Johnson came to Nebraska from 
Bloomington, Minn., with aspira- 
tions of playing in the NFL. “I just 


YEARS 
TO WRITE THIS AD. 


Thirty-five years ago, Dr. Stanley C. Pearle had a 


Hunting and Fishing in 
Nebraska 


edge available, At Pearle we've made sure 


vision. So he storled an optical company with you'll find professionals to assist you whose 


Hunt & Fish 


one goal...to help people see better. What grew utmost concern is your satisfaction, guoranteed 


from that simple dedication is All the way from the exams 
a chain of the finest eyecare you receive to the lenses you 
stores available throughout need to the fromes you select 
America. In foct, we have put systems 
In thot time, we've made in place to ensure that our 
enormous investments to keep customers receive superior 


up with the rapid change in 


It is our mission to help set up trips 
for the outdoorsman. The only 
requirement is to have fun on your 
trip. For a complete list of packaged 
trips, check out: 


eyecore every day, and 
eyeweor technology. From the every time. 
latest in frames, lenses and Come into Pearle and see for 
coatings to the newest techniques for measuring yourself if this isn’t the best eyecare you've ever 
eyes, our professionals update you on the most received. It took 35 years, but we think you'll 


current eyecare information and products knowl- agree it was worth it 


PEARLE VISION 


Nobody Cares For Eyes More Than Pearle. 


1437 North Webb Road 
Grand Island, NE 68803 
308*382°9205 


www.huntandfishnebraska.com 


For questions or to order a cus- 
tomized trip by phone call: 


402-540-2386 


1132 O Street 
Lincoln, NE 68508 
402+*476*7583 


125 South 66th 
Lincoln, NE 68510 
402+489*9776 


1996 Pearle Viner, inc 


wanted to get a degree, stay eligible 
and play pro ball,” he said. 

That Nebraska recruited him 
was an accident, really. The 
Cornhuskers regularly recruited 
Minnesota high schools, but they 
weren't interested in Johnson until 
watching film of a high school game 
involving his Bloomington Lincoln 
team and Robbinsdale High. 

Dennis Claridge, the quarter- 
back for Bob Devaney’s first two 
Nebraska teams in 1962 and 1963, 
had come from Robbinsdale. So 
Cornhusker offensive line coach 
Carl Selmer, who was responsible 
for recruiting Minnesota, “would 
get film from Robbinsdale every 
year,” Johnson said. 

Because of confusion resulting 
from the way the Robbinsdale- 
Lincoln game film was marked, 
however, it sat unviewed on the 
desk of assistant coach Clete Fischer 
for a while. Fischer recruited 
Nebraska, and the coaches thought 
“Lincoln” meant the local Lincoln 
High. 

The “Robbinsdale” had been 
smudged and was illegible. 

The Cornhusker coaches might 
never have looked at the film if 
Robbinsdale High hadn’t called to 
ask for its return. After some search- 
ing, the film was located on 
Fischer’s desk. When they finally 
watched it, the Lincoln player in jer- 
sey No. 78 caught their attention. 
That player was Johnson. 

The Robbinsdale coach “said he 
wondered when they would 
notice,” said Johnson. 

He was 17 years old and 
weighed only 195 pounds when he 
arrived at Nebraska in 1969. 
Because he didn’t redshirt, he was 
just 18 years old at the start of his 
sophomore season. 

“That was pretty overwhelm- 
ing,” he said. 

He was a back-up at middle 
guard and defensive tackle on 
Nebraska's first national champi- 
onship team, before settling in as a 
back-up tackle on the second in 
1971. 

“One of my greatest frustrations 
was, I was part of the national 
championship teams but I never felt 
like I contributed,” he said. “I did 
(contribute) in 1972, but we came up 
short.” 

On balance, however, his experi- 
ence at Nebraska was positive. Not 
only was it a springboard to the 
NFL but also it enabled him to meet 


his wife, Phyllis, who was a cheer- 
leader. 

“She's the best part of my being 
at Nebraska,” said Johnson. 

He returned to Nebraska follow- 
ing his Raiders career and worked 
in the product safety business until 
January of 1983, when he moved to 
Atlanta, where he spent 15 years in 
estate planning before leaving to 
start his own consulting firm, 
Family Capital Management. 

Johnson’s — recruiting — class, 
which included Johnny Rodgers, 
Rich Glover and Bill Olds, was the 
second of two that formed the foun- 
dation for the 1970 and 1971 nation- 
al titles. “The real tradition and con- 
sistency started with those 1968 and 


1969 recruiting classes,” Johnson 
said. 

The quality of the players in 
those classes was such that Johnson, 
who would go on to a highly suc- 
cessful pro career, couldn’t crack the 
starting lineup. Cornhusker line- 
backers coach John Melton “told me 
later that he wanted me to move to 
linebacker,” said Johnson, a line- 
backer in the NFL. 

“But Monte (Kiffin) told him I 
was more valuable as a defensive 
lineman.” 

Obviously, Kiffin was aware of 
his ability. “Monte has told me, ‘A 
lot of people have skeletons in their 
closets. You’re mine. And you're 
walking around,’ “ Johnson said. 


American Family’s Auto & 
Home Premium Advantage 
could save you money — up to 
20% on your auto insurance. 
When you insure both your 
vehicle and house, apartment, 
mobile home or condo, it’s like 
putting money in the bank. 
Call your agent today. 


AMERICAN FAMILY 
| INSURANCE | 


AUTO HOME BUSINESS HEALTH LIFE ‘ 


All Your Protection Under One Roof 


www.amiam.com 


©1999 American Family Mutual insurance Company and its Subsidiaries Home Otfice-Madison, Wisconsin 53783-0001 
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After frustrating season 
on bench, Pilakowski 
playing like a veteran 


By Todd Henrichs 


aura Pilakowski doesn’t hes- 

itate to admit the frustration. 

She arrived at Nebraska a 

year ago as part of a highly 

touted recruiting class. 

Pilakowski was perhaps the headliner 

of the group. She was regional player 

of the year after her senior volleyball 

season at Columbus High School and 

also a decorated athlete in basketball 
and track. 

But one by one, Pilakowski watched 
as her freshman classmates made an 
impact with the Huskers. Greichaly 
Cepero and Lindsay Wischmeier were 
playing already in the season opener. 
Amber Holmquist cracked the starting 
lineup early in Big 12 Conference play. 

Pilakowski, meanwhile, had to set- 
tle for making her mark in practice. She 
played in only nine of NU’s matches as 
a freshman, each time appearing in 
only one game. 

While NU coaches repeatedly spoke 
of her promise, Pilakowski began to 
wonder if she’d ever have a chance to 
show it. 

“Last year was frustrating,” said 
Pilakowski, the preseason choice of 
coaches as Big 12 freshman of the year. 
“T was always used to playing, so it 
was hard to just watch from the side- 
line.” 

Pilakowski is taking out some of her 
frustration on opponents this season. 
Now entrenched in Nebraska’s starting 
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Sophomore Laura Pilakowski led the No. 1-rated Huskers with 87 kills in the first 
seven matches. 


lineup, she is putting up numbers of an 
experienced veteran. 

Through NU’s first seven matches 
— all victories — Pilakowski led the 


way with 87 kills, an average of 3.78 
per game. Even more impressive was 
her team-best attack percentage of .366. 

Nebraska did not have an outside 


hitter hit better than .220 last season. 
Coach John Cook has made that a 
point of emphasis in 2000. 

“Last year, if you look at our stats 
on the left side, they were pretty poor, 
as far as number of kills and attack per- 
centage,” Cook said. “I think you're 
going to see that come up.” 

Cook now says Pilakowski was 
ready to play by the end of last season, 
but NU coaches were reluctant to mix 
up the chemistry on the team. 
Holmquist’s addition to the starting 
lineup at midseason cost popular sen- 
ior Tonia Tauke her starting spot. 

Pilakowski would have displaced 
another veteran with NU in a fight to 
retain the Big 12 Conference champi- 
onship. 

The experience she gained in prac- 
tice a year ago was important, but 
Pilakowski made her greatest gains in 
workouts last spring. By the time NU 
traveled to China for an 18-day tour 
early this summer, Pilakowski was 
established as NU’s greatest offensive 
threat. 

The sophomore’s size, combined 
with her tremendous athletic ability, 
has proven difficult for opponents to 
handle this fall. After recording just 13 
kills a year ago, she managed nine in 
NU's quick season-opening win over 


Musical Button $4.95 
Musical Hat $10.95 
Zippered Tote Bag $24.95 
2001 Calendar $9.95 


KKKKRK 


PLUS MORE 


super low prices! 


Visit our store at: 


Auto Flags & Magnets $10.95 
3' x 5’ Appliquéd Flags $29.95 


Helmets, Glassware, Golf Accessories, 
Parking Signs, Jewelry, Books, Videos, 


We offer 100’s of products at 


www. JUST FOR FANS .com 


#1 Online Husker Store 


WE SELL FOR LESS! 
Order Online or call 800-934-FANS 


Northwestern. 

In Nebraska’s key match with 
upstart Colorado State, Pilakowski 
delivered a match-high 25 kills and 
later earned player of the week honors 
in the Big 12. 

A week later, she added 20 kills in a 
win over UCLA that propelled the 
Huskers to the No. 1 spot in the USA 
Today / AVCA coaches top 25. 

It was the first No. 1 ranking for 
Nebraska volleyball since its national 
championship season of 1995. 

Cook isn’t surprised _ by 
Pilakowski’s success. He expected big 
things in the preseason from all four 
members of last year’s freshman class. 

“They've all had a year from last 
year to get better and know what's 
ahead of them,” he said. “Laura has 
had the spring and the China trip to 
play together with the group. I think 
you're going to see Laura emerge as 
one of the top left sides in the country.” 

Pilakowski is still learning, but 
Cook likes what he has seen thus far. 
Once the word got around, he was anx- 
ious to see how she would handle the 
increased attention from opposing 
teams. 

UCLA focused its block almost 
entirely on Pilakowski, who was still 
able to terminate at a rate higher than 


PARTY ‘hiked: STYLE 
Plastic Cups (24/pkg) 


Napkins (25/pk) Only $3.50 
Spirit Lites $19.95 (35 lites) 
2' x 3' Banner $14.95 


“Just Hafta Be A Husker” 


All Ball Caps $70.95 


the Bruins’ Kristee Porter. The All- 
American managed just 18 kills and a 
.030 hitting mark against the Huskers. 

Pilakowski’s maturity and ability to 
adjust her shots and still produce win- 
ners have been impressive, 

“The block is always there in my 
face now,” she said. “I have to find dif- 
ferent ways to create my shots. 

“But there are the same high expec- 
tations.” 

Pilakowski does have room for 
improvement. Cook says her blocking 
is not as strong as you would expect 
from a 6-foot-1 player with tremendous 
leaping ability. 

But, defensively, she ranked second 
on the team with 61 digs. 

While game experience is vital, 
Pilakowski’s best learning tool still 
may be her time in practice. Most every 
day she has a chance to line up across 
the net from Nancy Meendering, NU’s 
two-time All-American. 

Meendering is sitting out this sea- 
son as a redshirt but continues to prac- 
tice with the team. 

While Husker fans might take time 
to imagine the two of them on the court 
together next season, Pilakowski is 
staying focused on the task at hand. 

“We want to keep it going,” she 


said. 
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Reaching 100% Husker fans for 20 years 


On the Internet at: 


(900) 860-4733* (line 1 — practice reports, 


line 3 — recruiting commitments) 
*-$2 for first minute, $1 each additional minute; must be 18 or older to call 


To subscribe, call 
1-year subscription (including Football Yearbook) — $46.95 
18 issues, weekly during football season 


For advertising information, call 
(402) 423-3405 or e-mail jtuder@navix.net 
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Tuition Education loans 

New car Installment loans 
Business financing Business banking 
Ready cash access Checking, savings 
Convenient service Easy banking access 
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ATMs and UBank” 24-Hour Phone Banking, we are conveniently available to 
serve you whether at home or on the road. So the next time you need to make 
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financial solutions based on the most important factor of all -- you! 
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Member FDIC 


COLLEGIATE GOLF GEAR 
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PRICE 


A. Golf Bag Cover w/ Wheels $139.99 
(Shipping & Handling $15.50) 


B. Bushwacker Golf Bag $229.99 


(Shipping & Handling $15.50) 


C. Comp Golf Bag $149.99 
(Shipping & Handling $15.50) 


D. Deluxe Shoe Bag $84.99 
(Shipping & Handling $12.50) 


Compe BaG Sales tax_ 
BY BELDING Shipping & Handling 
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*6 Pockets ** Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery** 
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Nebraska in Hunt 


Minnesotan sees 
opportunities in 
Husker offense 


By James Hale 


et’s be honest. Nebraska isn’t 

L always a major factor in the 
recruitment of wide receivers. 

The Nebraska tradition is to 

run the ball down an opponent's 

throat, or to run the option to perfec- 

tion. You don’t hear much mention of 

wide receivers. Nebraska won't likely 

get away from the run being the main 

weapon in tits offense. 
However, the truth is that Nebraska 
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ATTENTION 
HUSKER FANS 


Orange Bowl 
Championship Game - January 3, 2001 


Place a $100 per person deposit on the Orange Bowl 
and receive a 100% refund if Nebraska does not play 
in the Orange Bowl. Please call for a free brochure. 
Individual tickets and complete packages are available. 


BIG 12 CHAMPIONSHIP Dec. 2 Kansas City 


Individual Tickets and hotel packages 


Place a $100 deposit and receive a 100% refund 
if Nebraska does not play in this game. 


DIAMOND TRAVEL 
1-602-870-9197 


for Top Receivers 


Nebraska Commitments for 2001 


Player 

Seppo Evwaraye 
Jared Helming 
Richie Incognito 


Mike McLaughlin 
Gary Pike 

Cory Ross 
Barrett Ruud 
Dan Stevenson 
Mike Stuntz 


Barrington, Ill. 


has been able to stay one step ahead of 
the opposing defenses in the new mil- 
lennium because it has improved its 
passing game. Without the growth in 
the passing game, the Huskers would- 
n’t still be in the top ten in total offense 


Hometown (school) A 
Laurel (Laurel-Concord), Neb. 6-5 323 
Springfield (Kickapoo), Mo. 6-4 270 
Glendale (Mountain Ridge), Ariz. 6-4 290 
Omaha (Millard North), Neb, 6-1 175 
Pueblo (Centennial), Colo. 6-5 285 
Denver (Thomas Jefferson), Colo. 5-9 182 
Lincoln (Southeast), Neb. 6-2 220 


Ht. Wt 


6-6 305 


Council Bluffs (St. Albert), lowa 6-2 180 


every year. 

Actually, the Huskers’ new fondness 
for the passing game started a couple 
of years ago, and the offense gets better 
at throwing the ball each game. 

Traditionally Nebraska recruits ath- 
letes and moves them to wide receiver, 
but that may be changing as well. The 
Huskers will still recruit great skill ath- 
letes who could wind at wide receiver, 
but there is evidence that Nebraska is 
in the hunt for some of the top pure 
wide receivers in the country. 

Larry Fitzgerald (6-foot-4 and 215 
pounds, with 4.42-second speed in the 
40-yard dash) of Richfield (Holy 
Angel), Minn., is ranked as a top-20 
receiver and has all the intangibles that 
are needed to be a receiver in today’s 
college football. And he’s considering 
the Huskers. 

Fitzgerald is blessed with great size, 
strength (320 bench press) and speed 
(10.5 100 meters), and he has a pair of 
hands that are hard to believe. There 
isn’t a ball he can’t catch, and there 
isn’t a place on the field that he is 
afraid to venture. 

“Larry Fitzgerald is the best wide 
receiver in the Midwest, and I feel the 
best in the country,” said Holy Angel 
Coach Mike Pendino. “Larry has big 
hands, and they are like glue. When he 
gets a finger, or gets his hands on a 
ball, he is going to catch it. He is fear- 
less going over the middle, and on fade 
routes, there is no stopping him.” 

Fitzgerald was unstoppable a year 
ago, catching 54 passes for 1,437 yards 
and 12 touchdowns. If he weren't a 


great wide receiver, Fitzgerald would 
be heavily recruited as a free safety. 
Last year, Fitzgerald came up with 67 
tackles and four interceptions playing 
free safety like a center fielder. 

You have to love a guy who takes 
advantage of his opportunities, and 
Fitzgerald fits that mold. How many 
high school wide receivers do you 
know who get to work out with 
receivers like Randy Moss, Cris Carter 
and Matthew Hatchett of the 
Minnesota Vikings? 

“T can’t tell you how much it helped 
me to work out with the pros,” 
Fitzgerald said. “It’s unbelievable that 
they would even let me train with 
them, and then for them to give me 
their time is incredible. I learned little 
things like to always keep my hands 
above my waist while running my 
routes, how to get off the line of scrim- 
mage and which foot to use when 
breaking off a route. Those guys could 
care less where I go to school, but 
believe me, I will always take with me 
what they taught me this summer.” 

Where Fitzgerald will go is still any- 
body’s guess. Nebraska, Georgia Tech, 
Penn State, Pittsburgh and Purdue 
appear to be at the head of the class, 
but Wisconsin is also a possibility. 

“I know that Nebraska isn’t known 
as a passing team, but they way I look 
at it, I will get a lot of one-on-one cov- 
erage because they are so good at run- 
ning the ball,” Fitzgerald said. 
“Nebraska has been throwing the ball 
more lately, and they have won some 
games throwing the ball. To play for a 
national title every year is also some- 
thing that appeals to me. I am pretty 
wide open right now, but I want to see 
what Nebraska is all about.” 

Another elite receiver who has an 
interest in Nebraska is Roscoe Crosby 
(6-2, 195, 4.4) of Buffalo (Union), S.C. 
Crosby exploded for 80 catches for 
1,431 yards and 21 touchdowns a year 
ago. This season, he has nine catches 
for 114 yards and two touchdowns, one 
covering 67 yards. He also returned an 
opening kickoff 92 yards for a score. 

On defense, Crosby plays free safety, 
with five tackles and one interception. 
There is no question that if he wanted 
to play on defense, he has the ability to 
make it happen. Crosby is still consid- 
ering a number of schools and is trying 
to narrow his choices down. 

“Tam having a lot of trouble getting 
my choices down to five,” Crosby said. 
“T really like Georgia Tech, and I am 
also looking at Florida State, Clemson, 
Michigan, South Carolina, Michigan 
State, Nebraska, Tennessee, Miami and 
Georgia. I don’t know what I am going 
to do, and I am trying to find out more 
about each school.” 

Crosby is also likely to go in the top 
ten rounds of the Amateur Baseball 


Recruiting Notes 


Another QB 
Injures Knee 


here must be something in the water. Another top-10 quarterback 
went down with an ACL injury. First, it was the nation’s No. 1- 
ranked signal caller Brodie Croyle of Rainbow City, Ala., and now 
Owen Daniels (6-foot-5 and 200 pounds, with a 4.8-second time in 
the 40-yard dash) of Naperville (Central), Ill, has joined the list. 

Daniels tore his ACL on a night that he completed 31 of 36 passes for 380 
yards. Daniels is out for the year, but that didn’t hurt him in recruiting, as 
he committed to Wisconsin the next day over Oklahoma, Arizona State and 
Colorado. 

— Texas ran its commitment list to 14, when linebacker Lance McFarland 
(6-3, 225, 4.8) of Jefferson, Texas, gave his word to his favorite team. 
McFarland is rated as a top-100 player in Texas. 

— Texas A&M has five early commitments, as defensive end Thomas 
Carriger (6-5, 260, 4.8) of Tynan, Texas, got an offer to play for the only 
school that he was interested in. 

— In what was billed as the top early season matchup in the country, 
Jenks, Okla., rallied past Tulsa (Union), Okla., 41-37, in one of the most excit- 
ing high school football games play in Oklahoma in years. 

Jenks is currently ranked second in the country and Tulsa Union 10th. 
Jenks has won four straight Class 6A state titles in Oklahoma, beating Union 
three of those times. The last two years, Union beat Jenks in the regular sea- 
son, only to lose to the Trojans in the state title game. 

Nebraska recruits both schools hard every year, and this year is going to 
be no exception. For Jenks, running backs/defensive backs KeJuan Jones 
and Bobby Klinck are national prospects, while Union sports one of the top 
wide receivers in the country in Jerome Janet and national defensive tackle 
prospect Joey Guzman. As many as 10 other players in the game will likely 
earn some kind of scholarship. 

The game was a heavyweight fight with both teams taking their shots. 
Tulsa Union got out of the blocks early, and thanks to a Janet touchdown 
catch, took an early 7-0 lead. Jones scored for Jenks in the second quarter, 
before a Union field goal gave the Redskins a 10-7 halftime lead. 

In the second half, Union was unstoppable in the third quarter, opening 
up a 24-7 lead. Jenks roared back, eventually cutting the deficit to three, at 
31-28, with a little over two minutes left. 

In the final two minutes, the teams scored three touchdowns, with Jones 
scoring to give the Trojans a 35-31 lead. Quarterback Tyler Gooch (who 
Nebraska is recruiting) immediately drove the Redskins the length of the 
field, finding Janet with 16 seconds left for his second touchdown. 

After a pooch kick, Jenks lined up at its own 32-yard line and came out 
with four wide receivers. Jones was in the slot and ran a short pattern over 
the middle, where he caught the ball and sprinted toward the sideline, only 
to cut up and take off for the goal line. He raced untouched into the end 
zone to give Jenks the four-point win. 

Jones finished the game with 305 yards in total offense and five touch- 
downs. Jenks totaled 505 yards total offense, while Union had 359. Gooch 
threw for two touchdowns and ran for two more. 

Both teams are annually in the nation’s top 25, and they always turn out 
several Division I prospects. Current Husker starting defensive tackle Jason 
Lohr is from Jenks, and his brother Brandon is currently making a name for 
himself at Jenks as a senior. 


draft. As a center fielder, Crosby hit 
.590 last year with nine home runs. He 
wants to play pro ball, but at the very 


least wants to play both sports in col- 
lege. 
Airese Currie (5-11, 180, 4.4) of 
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Columbia (Richland Northeast), $.C., is 
rated right with Crosby on the poten- 
tial meter. Last season, Currie hauled 
in 35 catches for 486 yards and nine 
touchdowns, returned two punts for 
scores and had a 97-yard kickoff 
return. 

Currie’s game is speed. Before injur- 
ing a foot, Currie was timed at 10.38 in 
the 100 meters and won the state title 
in the 100 meters at 10.54, He finished 
second in the 200 meters at 21.6 but has 
a fastest time of 20.9. 

“Tam looking to stay in the area, but 
I have to at least consider a school like 
Nebraska,” Currie said. “I really like 
Clemson, and I am probably leaning 
toward them, but North Carolina is 
also a school that I really like.” 

Virginia Tech, Michigan State, 
Georgia and South Carolina are other 
schools that Currie likes. 

Raymond Lewis (6-3 1/2, 178, 4.5) of 
Forrestville (Suitland), Md., is another 
big receiver who all the major throw- 
ing schools are coveting. Lewis caught 
more than 45 balls a year ago and is 
drawing interest from Florida, Miami, 
North Carolina and Nebraska. 

“Nebraska has a great program, and 
on offense, I love the way Eric Crouch 
plays,” Lewis said. “I don’t think they 
are a great throwing team because they 
don’t have the big time receivers to 
really make a passing offense work. 
Somebody like myself could change 
that maybe.” 

Nebraska is a longshot for Reggie 
Williams (6-4, 215, 4.3) of Takoma 
Lakes, Wash. Williams is one of the top 
players out West and is another in the 
Randy Moss mode. Last season, he 
caught 25 passes for 565 yards and 
seven touchdowns. He is also a stand- 
out on defense, with 75 tackles and five 
interceptions at free safety. 

Nebraska is fighting to get into the 
mix with Williams, as he has no leader 
between Michigan, Washington, 
Southern Cal, UCLA and Notre Dame. 
Williams admits the Huskers are sixth. 

Leonard Jones (6-0, 190, 4.4) of 
Stillwater, Okla., is rated as one of the 
top wide receivers in the Big 12 area. 
Jones scored an amazing 17 touch- 
downs last season on receptions, punt, 
kickoff and interception returns. He is 
leaning toward Oklahoma State, but he 
is also looking at Virginia Tech, 
Oklahoma, Nebraska and Florida. 

Jerome Pittman (6-1, 170, 4.38) of 
Phoenix (Quartez), Ariz., is a speedster 
with more than 40 catches to his credit 
last year. Pittman is considering 
Washington State, California, Penn 
State, Utah and Nebraska. 

Then again, always keep in mind 
that any skill player Nebraska signs 
could wind up being an outstanding 
wide receiver at Nebraska. Such is the 
life in the Nebraska passing game. 
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Still Work 
To Do 


Passing game clicks; 
special teams still a concern 


ERIC CROUCH IS A MAN OF HIS WORD. 
That was apparent in Nebraska's 42-13 vic- 
tory against Iowa. 

After practice the week of the game, 
Crouch said the Cornhuskers’ passing 
would become more efficient as the season 
went on. In fact, “I can almost guarantee it 
will change,” he said. 

In the first two games, he completed 
only 44-percent of his passes (11-of-25), and 
he was disappointed. “It’s pretty important to me to have a 
high percentage,” he said. 

“T want to be around 75 percent. And we've got an offense 
where we can.” 

Crouch seemed overly optimistic at the time. But that 
wasn’t the case after the lowa game. The junior from Omaha 
completed 10-of-13 passes, which figures out to 77 percent. 

And five of the passes went for touch- 
downs, irrefutable evidence of Crouch’s earli- 
er contention. Passing is “a big part of our 
game,” he said. “And we needed to use it 
today.” 

Whatever else might be said about the 
Cornhuskers’ surprisingly competitive game 
against winless Iowa, there’s no disputing the 
apparent diversity of their offense. 

That should serve them well when oppo- 
nents stack up against the run. 

“1 think we’ve made a lot of progress in our 
passing game over the last three weeks, and 
that’s good to see,” Coach Frank Solich said. 
“You want to try to make sure, in our style of 
offense, of creating things to get big plays 
through the passing game as well as (through) 
the running game.” 

No one questions Nebraska’s ability to run 
the ball, although it struggled for yardage on 
the ground during the fourth quarter of the 
overtime victory at Notre Dame. 

Even when the Irish crowded the line of 
scrimmage, Nebraska seemed reluctant to pass. That wasn’t 
the case against Iowa, however. Crouch’s efficiency was 
related, in part, to the way the Hawkeyes tried to defend 
him. They “probably blitzed more than I’ve seen them blitz 
since I’ve been watching them play over the last two years, 
when we started this series,” said Solich. 

“They came with a lot of people. They came with their 
safeties an awful lot and that will slow you down some in 
the running game. There are times when you catch them in 
that and you'll get some big plays out of the running game. 
But it does, also, if you're able to protect it, open up some of 
the passing game. Overall, the passing ended up being what 
we were looking for in terms of percentage.” 

What the Cornhuskers also were looking for in their final 
non-conference game was improvement on defense and on 
special teams play. Even though they allowed Iowa 299 


Mike 
BABCOCK 


Nebraska Coach Frank 
Solich didn‘t expect the 
lowa game to be easy. 


yards, “defensively, I think we're getting better,” Solich said. 
“That's the way it should be when you have an inexperi- 
enced (defensive) football team. They're playing hard, and I 
think they’re playing better.” 

The special teams play, an area of emphasis in the wake of 
a breakdown in the Notre Dame game, was a different mat- 
ter, however. “I thought we'd be much further ahead in spe- 
cial teams play, of course, than what we are,” said Solich. 
“That's an area we'll just continue to hit.” 

Nebraska fans would be quick to second that. Solich might 
not look ahead. But fans do. And they're concerned about 
David Allen, Kansas State’s record-setting kick returner, 
down the road. 

The Cornhuskers emphasized special teams play during 
the two weeks between the Notre Dame and Iowa games. 
And they showed some improvement, according to Solich. 

But “there are still parts of our special teams play that 
we're going to have to attack and get much bet- 
ter at,” he said, acknowledging an urgency. 
“We need to do that at a quick pace.” 

Nebraska, which was heavily favored 
against the Hawkeyes, wouldn’t have gotten 
many style points in the national rankings 
without two late touchdowns, on a 4-yard, 
Crouch-to-Tracey Wistrom pass with 1:27 
remaining and a 39-yard Troy Watchorn inter- 
ception return 32 seconds later. 

And if not for a 43-yard Crouch-to-Matt- 
Davison touchdown pass as time expired in the 
first half, the Cornhuskers might have been 
forced to play differently in the third quarter. 

Solich was asked if he thought his team 
played like one that’s No. 1-ranked. 

“We rolled up 490 yards against an excellent 
football team defensively,” he said, noting that 
the most points lowa had allowed in three pre- 
vious games was 27 in its opener against 
Kansas State. 

“So it’s not like people have run up and 
down the field on this football team. And for 
anyone to think that was going to be the case, they probably 
weren't studying film as much as they needed to. 

“We knew this was not going to be easy. I felt we played a 
very fine football game in a lot of aspects of it, and I certain- 
ly give our team credit. Where it all goes from here, we'll 
see.” 

Literally where the Cornhuskers’ season goes is into Big 12 
Conference play. They open against Missouri at Memorial 
Stadium and then play three of their next four games on the 
road. 

“We're 3-0 and certainly that’s where we wanted to be 
going into conference play,” said Solich. 

Crouch also wanted to be completing a better percentage 
of his passes. 

And he did that against Iowa, just as he guaranteed he 
would. 
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